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LITANY OF THE CHURCH of ENGLAND. 



The word ^ Litany' (xirw€ia) in its clas 
sical and original sense, means ^ earnest 
supplication/ or ' entreaty ; ' this name 
was, therefore, in very early times ap- 
plied by Christians to all their prayers 
and supplications to God, whether pub- 
lic or private. This was the use of the 
word till the fourth century, when it 
was more exclusively employed to de- 
note those solemn offices which were 
performed with processions of the clergy 
and people, and of which the remains 
exist to this day in the custom of per- 
ambulating the bounds of parishes ; 
it was thence a very easy transition, 
to denote by the word * Litany,' the 



Thus tike wikofe office of fniycr «ad 



wiK) cficnsed, w» indiBmiiiiutely 
calkd 'aLhsLny'; «nd tike tent being 
thus made jenenl^ ww sfteiwiids 
applied to any part or parts of tiiat 
office. At a kicr period, wiieQ tiie 
' InvocatxA of Saints* kid bcionic ge* 
neral in the Western dnooches, and 
oocnpied no suall part of die office of 
the litanies in those dinrdkes, that In- 
vocation lecehred the name of ' Utuiy/ 
Hie litany, or Genenl SnpplicatioD 
of the Chnrch of England approaches 
most neariy in fonn to that of Gie- 
gory the Great, a. d. 600, wluch was 
a compilation fircxn all the ancient 
litanies then extant; bat our Chmch 
has discontinued the practice of cele- 
brating the Litany in processions, because 
it is unsanctioned by the practice of the 
Church in the primitive ages, and be- 
cause it has led to abuses ; she has 



however adopted the Litaneutical form of 
piayingy which is of very remote an- 
tiquity in the Church ; as generally 
speaking, are the petitions contained in 
our Litany. 

The main point in which our Litany 
differs from that of the Church of Rome, 
is in the total abolition of the ' Invoca- 
tion of Saints/ because it was contrary to 
the practice of the Catholic Church for 
the first seven centuries, and because it is 
unnecessary, inexpedient, and above all 
because it was both without sanction 
from God's word, and highly derogatory 
to his honour. 

Acton Vicarage J 
September^ 18d6. 



LECTURES. 



LECTURE I. 



^LUKE XVIII. 18. 

GOD BE IfBRCIFUL TO Bi£ A SINNER. 

The Saxon word Lent in its original 
meaning is the same with Spring ; in its 
ordinary use it is better known as the 
space of forty days before Easter, set 
apart by the primitive Church for spe- 
cial acts of humiliation before God for 
sin. 

Whether this space was first chosen 
in allusion to the like space spent by 
Moses, and again by Elijah in retire- 
ment and communion with God ; or to 
the forty days' space of seclusion and 
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2 LECTURE i: 

temptatioii in the history of one greater 
than either : or in allusion to the forty 
days' respite granted to the. Ninevites : 
or in reference to the commemoration 
of our Lord's sufferings and death at the 
close of Lent ; or, finally, in allusion to 
the natural course of the year; and 
as if Christians in the spring time of 
nature should earnestly seek after a 
spiritual revival of grace ; it is not ma- 
terial to inquire. It may suffice here to 
observe, that the institution is of remote 
antiquity, was piously intended, and 
that he will do well who avails himself 
of the opportunity it offers him, "to 
search and try his ways, and turn again 
unto the Lord." * 

With a view, partly, to your assistance 
in the discharge of an appropriate duty, 
but chiefly to your more devotional use of 
one part of the public service ; I intend, 
by God's grace, to invite your particular 
attention to the Litany in the Book of 

1 Lam. iii. 40. 



THE LITANY. 3 

Common Prayer: and I fix upon this, 
both as it is strictly a penitential office, 
and at a period also, when from various 
causes many, especially of the poor, are 
burdened with trials: I could wish to 
i^hew them how in the Christian use of 
It, the Litany, like " a brother, bom for 
adversity," may conduce to their true 
comfort, "guiding their feet into the 
way of peace/' Moreover I fix upon 
the Litany, because in this so large a 
part (a larger perhaps than in any other 
separate service,) is assigned to the con- 
gregation,^ and in proportion as this is 
better understood, you will be better 
qualified by the same grace of God, to 
take that part to your own edification, 
and the more decent and solemn per- 
formance of divine worship. 

I shall not here step aside to justify 

^ This litaneutical form of prayer, in which the minis- 
ter repeats the first part of the petition, and the people 
respond, originated in the Eastern churches, and may be 
traced back as far as the third century. 

B 2 



4 LECTURE i: 

the use of set^ or prescribed fonvs of 
prayer: against the subject matter of our's, 
I may boldly say, nothing of real weight 
has been, nor is alleged by those who 
admit the truth of the doctrinal Ar- 
ticles of the Church of England : let 
the worshipper only understand clearly, 
and truly believe, desire and feel what 
these forms express, and the objection 
drawn from the careless, the formal and 
indevout use of them, the almost only 
plausible objection will vanish, like a 
morning's mist, when the sun rises. 

In the commencement, however, of this, 
and of every ministerial work, it behoves 
me to offer my own humble petitions to our 
heavenly Father, through the mediation 
of his Son Jesus Christ, and to solicit 
your's also, for a constant supply of the 
Holy Spirit, that God in this work may 
be glorified, and your souls benefited. 

With regard to its place in the Prayer 
Book, the Litany may be considered as 
a close to the customary morning ser- 
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vice ; as an introduction to the Commu- 
nion service, which, when both are used, 
it always precedes ; ot as a service dis- 
tinct and peculiar by itself. 

As a close to the Morning Service, its 
place intimates, that as our public wor- 
ship begins, so with the utmost pro- 
priety it may terminate with confession 
of sin, and supplication for mercy: as 
an introduction to the Communion Office, 
we may properly consider it as a pre- 
paratory penitential service before the 
administration of the Lord's Supper; 
and on those days when that sacrament 
is administered, it would be most desir- 
able for all communicants to bear this in 
mind. 

Of course it is my present design to 
discourse upon the Litany in its distinct 
and peculiar character, as a service by 
itself. 

The word Litany means supplica- 
tion, and in particular earnest and ge- 
neral supplication, to which Christians 
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unitedly betake themselves under the 
apprehension of danger, or pressure of 
trouble. Thus the Litany is styled in 
the rubric the ' general ' supplication, or 
the supplication for the general use of 
Christians, who under that apprehension 
or pressure have recourse to the throne 
of grace. It is appointed to be used, as 
at other times occasionally, so statedly 
on Sundays, when the number of those 
who can join in it is the greatest, 
and on Wednesdays and Fridays, 
the two penitential days of the week 
observed in the primitive church; the 
first, because on Wednesday Judas con- 
spired with the Chief Priests, treacher- 
ously to take away the Bridegroom out 
of the church ; and the second, because 
on that day, Friday, the Bridegroom, 
by wicked hands being crucified and 
slain, was taken out of the world. 

As a supplication similar in kind, 
adapted to each and necessary for all, 
the form ' Lord have mercy,' * Christ 
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have mercy/ * Lord have mercy upon 
us/ Mrhich occurs in almost every ser- 
vice, and is incorporated into this at the 
end of the intercessory portions of it, 
anciently went by the name of 'the 
lesser Litany/ 

Such Litanies are as old as repent- 
ance itself. Abraham's intercession for 
Sodom ^ partook of the nature of a Li- 
tany : so did that of Moses for Israel ; ^ 
and Samuers for Saul;^ and David's 
for Jerusalem : * Jacob's, ** I will not let 
thee go, except thou bless me/'^ was 
his Litany, Such a Litany we have in 
the fifty-first Psalm, and in every one of 
the Psalms called penitential: such a 
Litany is prescribed in Joel, where the 
Priest was to take the lead, saying, 
'* Spare thy people, O Lord."^ And 
such a Litany has the sanction of Christ 
our Lord, for though without any spot 
of sin to need for himself the mercy 

^ Gen. xviii. ' Exod. xxxii. ' 1 Sam. xv. 
* 2 Sam. xxiv. ' Gen. xxxii. ' Joel ii. 
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supplicated in Litanies; yet as these 
comprise deprecations^ he who himself 
bare our sins had his Litany also; in 
Gethsemane, behold him in the anxious 
earnest use of it ; he falls on his face, 
he prays once, and again, and the 
third time, ** O my Father, if it be pos- 
sible let this cup pass from me ; " ^ offer- 
ing up this his supplication or Litany, 
as St. Paul declares it, ** with strong 
crying and tears, unto him that was 
able to save him from death." 2 

Our Litany in the substance of it, has 
embodied the supplications of a large 
portion of the church of Christ for above 
1200 years; and might well be traced 
up to the very primitive times : the Ro- 
manists, through whose hands it passed, 
enlarged, but corrupted it, by adding to 
it petitions to saints, and angels, includ- 
ing the Virgin Mary: their additions 
were not only unsanctioned by the word 

■ 

> Matt. xxvi. 89. > Heb. ▼. 7. 
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of God, or by Apostolic authority, but 
by conveying false ideas of those whose 
mediation was invoked, had a fatal 
tendency to alienate the mind from 
its simple and true dependence upon 
the only Mediator between God and 
man ; the removal of these abuses, 
and the restoration of the Litany to its 
best and primitive form was accom- 
plished, not without hazard to their 
lives by our Protestant fore-fathers : 
from them we received the Litany as it 
is, by us, I trust, to be transmitted as it 
is, and to continue as a connecting link 
to bind the present to the former gene- 
ration, and a future one to the present ; 
that our children, and in time to come 
theirs, may pray not only where we do, 
but also what their fathers, and our fa- 
thers, and our father's fMhers have 
prayed ; that no new, no strange fire 
may burn upon our altar, that the censer, 
the incense, -and the offering may still 
be one and the same. 

B 5 



10 LECTURE I : 

The Litany, as a distinct and peculiar 
service, comprises a form 
I. Op invocation, 
II. Of deprecation, 
III. Op intercession, 
IV. Op concluding supplications. 

]. Of the Publican's prayer in the 
text, and which may justly be called his 
Litany, the invocation is an expansion 
or paraphrase. When we say, ' O God 
the Father,' *0 God the Son,' *0 
God the Holy Ghost/ and sum up the 
whole in one address, * O holy, blessed, 
and glorious Trinity, three persons and 
One God, have mercy upon us miserable 
sinners,' the whole is briefly and com- 
pendiously summed up in, ' God be 
merciful to us sinners ! ' whence also it 
is obvious to remark the appropriate 
spirit and frame of mind in the use 
of the Litany ; even that broken spirit, 
and contrite frame of mind in him, 
who, when he went up to the temple 
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to pray, stood afar off, would not lift 
so much as his eyes to heaven; but 
smote upon his breast, burdened with a 
sense of sin, and desiring nothing so 
much as mercy. 

In the paraphrased and expanded 
form of the Publican's petition, we have 
an invocation to each person in the God- 
head, one by one, and then an invocation 
to the three persons in the Godhead 
jointly and as one. 

It is an earnest solemn appeal to God 
the Father, God the Son, God the Holy 
Ghost — to the holy, blessed, and glorious 
Trinity, three persons, and One God, for 
mercy, in the only way in which mercy 
is promised. 

On the part of the worshippers who 
use it, the invocation assumes three 
things: 

1. A profession of faith. The true 
faith of the Christian is that into which 
he was baptized ; nor is baptism rightly 
administered, but according to the insti- 
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tution of Christ himself, in the name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; 
that is, since there is but One living and 
true God, in the name of the Trinity in 
Unity. This faith every one who has 
been baptized, and acknowledges his 
own baptism, is both bound, and pre- 
sumed to profess and to hold. In every 
one of the services of the Church of 
England, it is manifestly pre-supposed ; 
and no one can well begin the Litany 
without a real profession of this faith. 

By invoking each person in the Trinity 
one by one, we acknowledge every person 
by himself to be God. By invoking the 
three persons jointly and as One, we 
uphold as strenuously, as he who calls 
himself a Unitarian, the truth, that God 
is One, and deny as peremptorily as he 
can, that there are more Gods than one. 
Only while with him we insist that there 
is but one living and true God ; against 
him we insist that in the unity of the God- 
head there are three persons of one sub* 
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Stance, power, and eternity, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. That this 
doctrine involves a real mystery, is the 
ground of exception commonly taken 
against it, but when the Scripture asks, 
'' Canst thou by searching find out God ? " 
Does it not prepare us for unfathomable 
depths in our attempts to investigate 
the divine essence? And the question 
for faith to solve, is not whether the doc- 
trine is mysterious, but whether it is 
revealed ; not whether I can with my 
line fathom the depths of the doctrine, 
but whether the doctrine is in the Word 
of God ? and of this, to the candid and 
reasonable, the proof is satisfactory and 
sufficient. The unity of the Godhead 
is not more strongly asserted than the 
properties and perfections of the God- 
head are clearly assigned to the three 
persons of the Godhead. We confess 
the mystery ; but it is a mystery of god- 
liness, for that is the end of it to regene- 
rate the soul ; but it is a mystery of love. 
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for it describes the Father giving the 
Son, and the Son giving himself, and the 
Holy Ghost, by both, given to us and 
for us, to redeem, justify, and sanctify 
souls that were lost, condemned, and 
polluted ; but it is a mystery of wisdom, 
its object being the only wise God our Sa- 
viour, and its purpose to make us vnse 
unto salvation ; but it is a mystery of 
reconciliation, for it shows how the breach 
made by sin, between man and his Maker 
may be closed and healed, how those' 
who were far off may be brought nigh, 
how, through the Son, and by the Spirit, 
we have access to the Father. 

In the certainty and truth of the doc- 
trine of the Trinity in Unity, the open- 
ing invocation of the Litany has its only 
warrant ; but the doctrine being rooted 
in our conviction and belief, as the very 
and true faith of our baptism and of 
Christianity itself, of this faith, when we 
make use of this invocation, we make a 
decisive, a plain, a public, and an awful 
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profession. As God has revealed himself 
he is invoked by us ; we here address 
him as God the Father, God the Son, 
God the Holy Ghost; and under the 
name of the Trinity as one God in three 
persons. 

Besides the distinction of persons 
under the name of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost ; to each person separately 
invoked there is added an appropriate 
and distinguishing clause. 

In invoking the Father, as the first 
person in the Trinity, we add the clause 
* of heaven,' which the pointing shews 
must not be read, as it often is, by the 
congregation, 'the Father of heaven,' 
which conveys no distinct nor appropri- 
ate meaning at all ; for in that general 
sense God is just as much the father of 
earth as of heaven ; but the sentence 
should be read, O God the Father, of 
heaven, or as we read the opening ad- 
dress of the Lord's prayer, " Our Father, 
which art in heaven ; " there, not ex- 
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clusively, but there by a more sensible 
manifestation of his presence ; not ex- 
clusively, for the heaven and the heaven 
of heavens cannot confine, comprehend, 
or contain the immensity of him whose 
presence fills both earth and heaven ; 
but there, conspicuously, and illus- 
triously, as the place which he has 
chosen for his seat, and where by saints 
and angels he is evermore worshipped 
and glorified. 

In invoking the Son, we add the ap- 
propriate and distinguishing title of ' Re- 
deemer of the world ; ' " God manifest 
in the flesh," emptying himself of divine 
fulness, to take part of our emptiness and 
nothingness ; from heaven, where he 
had lain in the bosom of the Father from 
all eternity, he came down into the 
world, taking our nature, and with it our 
sin ; that he might redeem us from all 
sin, and make us partakers through him 
of the divine nature. 

In invoking the Holy Ghost, we de- 
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scribe him as proceeding from the Father 
and the Son; one with both, and pro- 
ceeding from both ; the Spirit of the 
Father, and the Spirit of the Son ; pro- 
ceeding from the Father and sent from 
the Father by the Son ; sent in his 
divine influence, in his illuminating 
power, in his regenerating grace, as a 
teacher, a witness, a reprover, a com- 
forter. 

But lest these separate invocations 
should by any be misinterpreted, the 
fourth and last includes all the former, 
and sums up the whole in the address, 
' O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, 
three persons, and one God ; ' at once 
' acknowledging the glory of the eternal 
Trinity and in the power of the divine 
Majesty worshipping the Unity ; ' and 
is it too much to say that an invocation 
of this nature, and made not only by 
him who ministers, as his own, and the 
spokesman of those for whom he minis- 
ters ; but by the people for themselves ; 
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for what he says word by word, and 
sentence by sentence they are in- 
structed word by word and sentence 
by sentence to repeat ; is it too much 
to say that this invocation involves 
a '' profession of faith/' and considering 
the circumstances, the occasion, the 
place, the time, is it not a decisive^, a 
plain, a public, and awful profession. 

The INVOCATION assumes 

2. A confession of sin. This appears 
from its object, mercy ; and the acknow- 
ledged character of those who make it, 
sinners ; mercy is the relief extended to 
those whom justice condemns ; those 
whom justice condemns are the guilty ; 
thus the Publican prayed in the text, 
" God be merciful to me a sinner ; " thus 
we pray in this invocation, *' have mercy 
upon us, sinners.^' Guilt is almost the 
only thing that is properly our own; 
this indeed is our's, our's by na- 
ture, and our's by inclination ; the 
Litany meets us as the Scripture de- 
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scribes us, in the character of sinners ; 
and to adopt or repeat this invocation, 
without conviction^ without a sense of 
sin, betrays either ignorance or hypo- 
crisy ; either we know not, or mean not 
what we say. He who uses it aright 
confesses himself a sinner, and being 
thus self*condemned, throws himself 
upon the mercy of him whom he in- 
vokes. 

The INVOCATION assumes 

3. A plea of misery. They who use 
it present themselves before God, not 
merely as sinners, but as miserable sin- 
ners. Each separate address closes with 
the same mournful repetition, '' have 
mercy upon us, miserable sinners." This 
evidently assumes, not only a conviction 
that by sin we have offended God, but 
a conviction also that by sin we have de- 
stroyed ourselves. In the Publican, 
besides the acknowledgment of sin ; in 
his downcast eye, his dejected counte- 
nance, in the agitation of his spirit. 



20 LECTURE i: 

when he smote upon his breast, we have 
an index of the frame of his mind, 
under the conviction of sin ; the load 
pressed heavily, he ^ grieved at his 
heart in the recollection of sin, he felt 
its misery, and that it fails not to entail 
upon the sinner wretchedness as well as 
guilt, and this is the plea, the single 
plea offered. God is just, but fatal would 
be an appeal to his justice ; God is 
powerful, but power in connection with 
justice strikes the sinner with dismay. 
God is true, but sin has arrayed the 
truth as well as the power and justice 
of God against the sinner ; the appeal 
therefore is to his mercy, and our plea, 
the misery which discovers to us our 
need of it. 

God the Father, who didst give thy 
Son , Grod the Son who didst give thy- 
self, God the Holy Ghost, who testifiest 
of that Giver, and of that gift to us, 
the undeserving objects of divine com- 
passion 1 Holy, blessed, glorious Trinity, 
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three persons and one God; the sole 
object of our faith, hope, and love ; 
have mercy upon us, miserable sinners I 
I infer from what has been said 

I. The qualifications for the right use 

of this INVOCATIOTf . 

A true faith and a deep repentance. 
May the Lord give that faith, and that 
godly sorrow which is inseparable from 
such a repentance. 

II. The folly of those who in the use 
of this INVOCATION Understand neither 
what they say nor whereof they affirm ; 
whose confession is no confession, whose 
plea is no plea. Should it not startle 
them to reflect upon their repetition of 
words of this high import to no purpose ? 
Might it not be charged upon them, as 
even a direct breach of that command- 
ment which entails a sentence of guilti- 
ness on those who take the name of the 
Lord their God in vain. 

III. The surprising impression which 
would probably be produced by the 
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combined and consenting use of this 

INVOCATION. 

Beautiful and touching is the picture 
of the one individual presented to our 
view, by our Lord himself in the text ; 
what a contrast to the Pharisee, under 
the same roof, within the same walls, 
and professedly engaged in the same 
work. 

Suppose, instead of one, or a few, all 
in the congregation to be of the Publi- 
can's spirit, — all humble, all contrite, all 
uniting in this profession of faith, this 
confession of sin, this plea of misery ; so 
that as all are instructed to use the same 
words, all should feel and mean the 
same things ; so that every eye should 
be turned to the same object of faith, 
and every heart be conscious of the same 
need of mercy; and the petition, have 
mercy upon us, miserable sinners, should 
signify the genuine desire of each, of 
all ; would not the result be inspiring ? 
Would not a casual spectator, even if he 
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were not convinced, if he were not judged^ 
if the secrets of his own heart were not 
made manifest, so that falling down he 
should begin to worship God, as you do ; 
yet, at least, would he not go away with 
a new and surprising impression, of those 
who did ? Would he not report, * that 
God was in you of a truth ? ' 



LECTURE II. 



MARK VI. 18. 

DELIVER U8 FROM EVIL. 

The Litany begins with a solemn invo- 
cation to God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghost. This invo- 
cation is made by the minister and the 
congregation, individually and collective- 
ly, and it involves a profession of faith, 
a confession of sin, and a plea of misery ; 
in substance it is an earnest supplicatory 
cry of the guilty for mercy, "God be 
merciful unto us, miserable sinners." 
The INVOCATION is followed by 

II. A FORM OF DEPRECATION. A dc- 

precation is a prayer for deliverance from 
evils ; and this part of the Litany may 
be considered as an amplification of the 
petition of the Lord's Prayer in the text. 



THE LITANY. 25 

Waving the peculiar form of invoca- 
tion in the introduction, our address, in 
deprecating evil, is made immediately to 
the second person in the Trinity, to 
Jesus, whose name is the Deliverer ; 
and those who feel in connection with 
their misery by sin, the danger to which 
sin exposes them, will be disposed to 
cry to this deliverer, " Spare us, good 
Lord," " Good Lord, deliver us ; " with 
an anxiety and eagerness like their's who 
in the storm at sea^ felt themselves sink- 
ing, and cried to the same deliverer, 
" Master, master, we perish." * 

In this deprecation, the evil depre- 
cated is named by the minister, and the 
people's reply is the prayer for deliver- 
ance from it. The minister's part by 
itself would be unmeaning, and the 
people's by itself imperfect; but both 
parts jointly make one prayer of depre- 
cation. In reference to this or that evil, 

^ Lukevtii. 24. 
C 
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'* spare us ; " from this or that evil, 
" Good Lord deliver us ; " thus the suffer- 
ing and sympathizing members of Christ's 
body, the flock and the shepherd, with 
one accord, entreat deliverance from their 
once suffering and still sympathizing, 
but now exalted and glorified Head. 

This portion of the Litany comprises 
L An enumeration of evils. 

IL A specification of arguments. 

in. A CONCLUSION. 

We are exposed to many of these evils, 
from our own past sins, and those of 
others ; and our thoughts are first turned 
to the vengeance which our offences, or 
those of our forefathers, may have justly 
entailed upon us; nay, our thoughts 
are carried back to the very first en- 
trance of evil through the sin of our 
forefather, Adam. 

As the offence which is pardoned is 
said to be remembered no more, so that 
which is punished is said to be remem- 
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beared ; sins are remembered when ven* 
geanee is taken of them. 

Every sin exposes to the same penalty; 
the law of God and his justice require 
that for sin the sinner must die. That 
death then which is the wages of sin, 
whether due for our own, for our fore- 
father's sins, or for the original trans- 
gression, is here deprecated. 

Remember not. Lardy our offences y nor 
the offences of our forefathers^ neither 
take thou vengeance of our sins ; and he 
to whom in our distress and peril we 
betake ourselves is the Redeemer, who 
alone can deliver us from that vengeance 
which sin has provoked, and from the 
wrath which it deserves ; to him we fly 
as guilty, but redeemed, and say, Spare 
uSy good Lordy spare thy people whom 
thou hast redeemed with thy most pre- 
cious bloody and be not angry with tis 
for ever. 

The misery of man's natural state, as 
sprung from the first Adam, proves the 

c 2 
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fact of a long entail of evil from sin, 
extending from generation to generation. 
And although it is most true that no 
sinner shall perish, but for his own sin ; 
and that in this sense ** the son shall 
not bear his father's iniquity ; " yet it is 
also true, that in this life, divine judg- 
ments often fall upon those who have 
been least concerned in the sin, on ac- 
count of which those judgments are in- 
flicted. Although no man can be called 
an innocent sufferer, for all are guilty 
before God, yet many suffer for sins not 
their own. 

As a good man is a blessing where he 
lives, and while he lives, and by his 
example and prayers bequeaths many 
blessings to those who shall come after 
him ; so a bad man is not only a curse 
where he lives, and while he lives, but 
bequeaths many curses to his posterity, 
the effects of which may extend to the 
first, second, third, or even fourth gene- 
ration. It is a very melancholy and 
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awful thought, that the sins we now com- 
mit may become the materials for a 
tempest to burst hereafter upon the 
heads of our children, or our children's 
children ; and the sins of one age be 
added to fill out the measure of iniquity, 
ready, in another age, for its full mea- 
sure of punishment. Thus our own past 
offences, forgotten indeed by us, may 
be remembered of God ; thus the 
offences of our fathers and forefathers/ 
whose bodies lie mouldering in the 
grave, may still possess activity, and 
force, and power, to draw out anger 
to our own, and many future genera- 
tions. 

They who believe this, and are justly 
apprehensive of the descending, the 
diffusive, the durable consequences of 
sin, will be best able to enter into the 
spirit and meaning of a deprecation of 
evils to which we are exposed from our 
own past sins, or those of others. " O 
remember not against us former iniqui- 
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ties," was the cry of Asaph,* answering 
to that of Isaiah,^ ** Be not wroth very 
sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity 
for ever." 

Of evils DEPRECATED, 

2, Others are those which generally 
affect our well being, and well doing 
here and hereafter ; we pray to the Lord 
Jesus Christ to deliver us from all evil 
and mischief, including both evil thoughts 
which hurt the soul, and adversities of 
any sort which may happen to the body ; 
particularly from siriy that poisonous 
fountain whence the full stream of bitter 
waters continually flows ; from the crafts 
and assaults of the devil, who is both 
subtle and strong, who knows how to 
entice or intimidate, and the better to 
secure his victim, can now transform 
himself into an angel of light, and now 
go about as a roaring lion ; and we close 
this division with, from thy wrath and 

' Psalm Ixzix. 8. * Isaiah Ixiv. 9. 
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fnym everlasting damnation, good Lord 
deliver us , 

That wrath is most terrible which 
arises from slighted love ; *' £a.ll on me» 
hide me," will be the words of the lost 
soul to the mountains and rocks, ^' from 
the wrath of the Lamb." Dreadful is 
the stroke of justice when it falls upon 
the despiser of mercy, being the instant 
forerunner of a sentence which will shut 
him up in the prison of hell, and without 
the possibility of escape or ease from 
torment for ever. 

Of evils DEPRECATED, 

3. Others are inward, but offensive 
to God, and injurious both to ourselves 
and those with whom we are connected ; 
such is blindness of heart, secure in its 
ignorance and unconsciousness ; a 
darkened eye is a calamity, but much 
more a darkened understanding, that 
sees nothing, and consequently fears 
nothing, though on the brink of ruin ; 
such is pride, to which nature is so 
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prone, and which is so contrary to grace ; 
such is vain glory, filled aad pleased 
with its own enoptiness^ boastful, con- 
ceited and confident ; such is hypocrisy^ 
that debasing leaven which infests 
churches, and destroys so many profes* 
sors, who deceive themselves by seem- 
ing to be religious ; who substitute the 
form for the power of godliness. From 
these evils chiefly injurious to ourselves, 
may we be delivered, and from others 
doubly injurious, since they betray in us 
with respect to our fellow-creatures, a 
spirit directly opposed to the spirit of the 
gospel ; such is envy, which grudges to 
others the good it possesses not itself; 
such is hatred, which seeks, and malice. 
which rejoices at, calamities; and to* 
comprise the whole, such is uncharitable^ 
ness, whether in our thoughts, our 
words, or our actions. In short, from 
all dispositions to which, though at 
variance with Christian love, and our 
own, and the good of others, we are in« 
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dioed by our corrupt nature, are depre- 
ca,ted in the form, Good Lord, deliver us. 

Of evils BEPRECATBD, 

4. Others are outward. The evils of 
the heart, which (although capable of 
being concealed from the eye of man, 
cannot be hidden from the eye of Him 
to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known,) are first enumerated, because 
evils in the life spring from evils in the 
heart. In the deprecation of these out- 
ward evils there is a remarkable and 
doubtlras a designed brevity. A par- 
ticular detail of sins in this place might 
have injured those whom this office aims 
jto benefit ; might have diverted the atten- 
tion from their own to the sins of others ; 
might have cherished that very spirit of 
uncharitableness in thinking or judging 
which we before deprecated. 

Of the two clauses of which the de- 
precation from outward sin consists, the 
first is, from fornication and all other 
deadly sin. Good. Lord^ deliver us. 

c 5 
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iSince universally the wages of ran is 
death, all sin is in its nature deadly, it 
deserves death, and tends to death, ever- 
lasting death, or the destruction of both 
soul and body ; but, I apprehend, that 
by the deadly sin here deprecated, is 
meant, sin in the actual performance of 
it, that is, what we are accustomed to 
call outward sin, or the actual commis- 
sion of crime ; sin when it is finished. 
There is doubtless sin in the secret 
thought, in the ,inward imagination, in 
the desire of the heart, and the countless 
wanderings of that desire; but these 
are the forerunners, the harbingers, the 
symptoms of the mortal disease of sin ; 
these are the beginnings of death, but 
the sentence hangs in abeyance till the 
act of sin is performed, and then it is 
known and stigmatized as a deadly sin. 
According to the doctrine of St. James, ^ 
he who is tempted is drawn away by his 

t Clup. L 14. 
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own lust and enticed, and this with him 
is the critical time of suspense ; to har- 
bour the desire is sinful, for the law of 
God condemns that desire ; it is also the 
critical time of peril ; for then he who is 
so tempted, though he has not yet fallen 
by the power of temptation, is like 
the moth when it flutters about the 
candle, attracted by the light ; he is in 
imminent danger of being scorched. But 
when lust has conceived and brought 
forth the act of sin, then sin is finished, 
and being finished brings forth death, or 
it becomes a deadly sin. While sin is 
in the mind or has engaged or entangled 
the affections, although the eye of God 
sees it and his law judges and condemns 
it, and although we are as responsible 
for our thoughts as for our actions, yet 
till the sin contemplated is committed, 
so long the door of escape is open. Be- 
tween the temptation and the act is the 
interval for recollection, the moment 
when if the tempted cannot come off 
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uninjured, he may at least escape violent 
injury. But the sin once committed, 
the sinner is in the hands of law and 
justice; the sentence is death, and his 
sin in consequence '' deadly sin.'' When 
therefore we deprecate deadly sin, we 
pray to be delivered from sin in the out- 
ward act, as before from sin in the inward 
thought. 

Of outward sins, one eione, formcatian, 
is expressed by name, comprehending 
however adultery and all other sins of its 
own kind, and generally impurity and 
uncleanness. Should it be asked. Why, 
if all outward sins are deadly, this alone 
is distinguished? I answer; this is a 
crying sin in the world, and the inlet to 
a multitude of other sins; this corrupt 
the springs of human life, and inflicts 
the deepest wound upon the domestic 
peace and comfort of families ; this above 
most sins, benumbs the spiritual sense, 
and sears the conscience, and on this 
amongst sins,, as on Cain amongst men. 
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God has set tiie severest mark of his 
displeasure. 

The book of God points to the old 
world in Noah's day, to Sodom in Lot's ; 
to Shechem, Zimri, Amnon ; to Reuben, 
who forfeited his birthright, and to Eli's 
sons who lost the priesthood of their 
father's house ; to the twenty-three thou- 
sand who fell in one day at Baalpeor ; to 
righteous David who offended in this 
point, and who, although a true penitent, 
yet by this offence covered his hoary 
hairs with grief and shame, and might 
be even said to have filled his house with 
blood and lust; for the history of the 
world shews that lust and murder are 
as brother and sister. But in reference 
to these among other instances in which 
God bears testimony against that parti-> 
cular sin from which we pray for deliver- 
ance, can we be so partial in our own case, 
and in a world at once so seducing and 
dangerous, and with hearts at once so 
deceitful and wicked, or so unconscious 
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of danger, as wben we pray agaiiMit 
outward sin in general, not to feel the 
force and reasonableness of this prayer 
in particular. 

As from every other deadly sin, so 
especially froat this, *' Good Lord, ife* 
liver II*." 

In the remaining clause we pray to 
be delivered from all the deceits of the 
world, thefle^K and the deviL 

The deceits intended are those which 
incline our minds to any other thoughts 
of sin, than those suggested by the 
sacred word of God. 

In reference to the first sin, St. Paul 
remarks, " the woman being deceived 
was in the transgression ;" ' she was first 
deceived, and then she transgressed. 
Such is the state of things now ; all the 
force of temptation lies in presenting evil 
under the appearance of good ; we un- 
doubtedly know that sin is death, is 

> I Tim. ii. 14« 
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pmisoD, is niin ; but if the aiimer, like 
Eve, was not first deceived so as to enter- 
tmn a very* different notion of sin, would 
he touch the deadly thing ? 

Who then are the deceivers? The 
world, the flesh, and the devil ; the 
world boldly assures the sinner that sin 
will do him no harm ; the flesh describes 
sin as a thing both good and pleasant to 
the taste ; and the devil would persuade 
the sinner that sin will make him happy 
and prosperous; and all three whisper 
insidiously in his ear hard things of God, 
from whom it is their design to draw 
him. But, sinner, believe not the world 
sooner than the God who made jliee ; 
believe not the flesh sooner than his 
Spirit, which strives with thee ; believe 
not one who is a liar from the beginning 
sooner than one who cannot lie. Be 
assured of this, that sin, however alluring, 
inviting, or promising, ever has been, 
still is, and for ever will be, unprofitable, 
shameful, deathful ; and since the heart 



40 tECTITRE II : 

is deceitlttl, and sin is decekfiil, Oh^ 
consider again in reference to your 
thoughts of sin, and in order that you 
may be found worthy to escape from ^e 
snare, what need is there for the peti- 
tion, '' From all the deceits of the world, 
the flesh, and the devil, Good Lord, 
deliver us!" 

Before I proceed, I would remark 
I. Each of the foregoing clauses, with 
the concluding petition, would make a 
single brief form of deprecation for use 
at any time, and under any temptation. 
Does pride lurk in our hearts? From 
pride, good Lord, deliver us. Are we 
tempted to think or speak uncharitably ; 
From all uncharitableness. Good Lord, 
deliver us. 

IL The interest taken in this form of 
DEPRECATION will materially depend upou 
the conviction of our own liability, not to 
one only of the evils deprecated, but to 
them all. If there is one of all this for- 
midable list of evils, to which we are not 
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liable, or which leads to no conTiction of 
guilt or danger; in that instance, the 
ptayer *' Good Lord, deliver us/* becomes 
insignificant and void ; where evil is not 
deserved, where we are not exposed to 
it^ we need not a deliverer, we need 
not ask for deliverance. It is the 
conviction of our liability to sin, that 
creates a thirst for deliverance, makes a 
deliverer precious, and gives life to the 
petition — " Good Lord, deliver us ! " 
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DELIVER U8 FROM EVU. 

Of the evils deprscatkb, others enu- 
merated are 

5. Temporal evils, destructive of the 
natural life, or bringing it into imminent 
peril ; such as lightning, before whose 
blast the strength of man withers as 
stubble before the fire ; or tempest, car- 
rying with it desolation and destruction ; 
or disease, malignant and mortal, diffused 
till it becomes a plague, or pestilence ; or 
famine, slowly, and surely, and miser- 
ably exhausting and drying up the springs 
of life ; or in the train of war, battle and 
murder, moistening the earth with the 
blood of man, shed by man, and piercing 
heaven with the groans of the dying. 
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and the shrieks of the widow and the 
orphan. 

What if we, through the forbearance 
of God, are less experimentally ac- 
quainted with these evils, are they not 
the just judgments of God for sin, and 
we as sinners liable to them ? 

If we only hear the distant murmur 
or only see the flash of the bolt, which 
brought a message of instant death to a 
brother or sister ; if pestilence in the 
form of the cholera, hovered over us, and 
passed away ; if the blessings of peace 
and plenty are ours; still are we not 
sinners, and therefore exposed to these 
evils? And even if we were not, are 
there no Christians in this wide and 
wicked world who are ; and are not all 
Christians members of one body of which 
Christ is the head ; and should they not 
pray for one another, " Gvod Lord^ 
deliver us?^' 

In the same clause we deprecate 
sudden death from any cause ; for al-* 
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though to the faithful servant of Jesus 
Christ death under any circumstances 
must be a gain, yet sudden death de- 
prives him of a favorable opportimity, 
as before by his living conversation, so 
at last by his dying behaviour, of glori- 
fying God and benefiting man. Such 
an events as it respects his friends and 
the church, may justly be deprecated as 
a calamity ; and the same evil, when it 
overtakes the sinner, can only be regard- 
ed as an awful visitation of God. 

Of evils DEPRECATED, othcrs affect us, 
6. Politically, as subjects of the State, 
in which character we deprecate 

1. Sedition, or tumults and risings 
of the people against their rulers. 

2. Privy conspiracy, or the secret 
plotting of the discontented and factious 
to put down what is established by law. 

3. Rebellion, or the act of open defi- 
ance to those who are in possession of 
lawful authority ; such as that of Korah 
in the Camp of Israel, and of Absalom 
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in the house of David; the effect of 
which, should God in his anger permit 
its success, must be confusion and anar«- 
cby ; and should it fail, must cause the 
imposition of a heavier yoke to bind 
down the turbulent spirits of the unruly. 

From such political evils the church 
here prays to be delivered. These evils 
will however be most effectually checked 
where they first originate, in the domes* 
tic government of private families ; for 
the whole commonwealth is but one 
large family composed of many smaller 
ones ; and universally as well-governed 
children are most likely when they grow 
up, to become orderly subjects of the 
state, so may we expect that disorderly 
and rebellious subjects will spring from 
those who have never been trained while 
young to habits of order and subjection. 

Other evils affect us 

7. Ecclesiastically, as members of that 
Church, which is Christ's body ; and 
here we deprecate 
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1. False doctrine; it concerns not 
merely the prefiervation, but the very 
existence of the Churchy to hold, to 
maintain, to teach that only which agrees 
with the written word of God. Nothing 
must be heard in her pulpits, or breathed 
by her teachers, that is contrary to sound 
doctrine ; and that doctrine is unsound 
which is built on any other foundation 
than that of God's word, or which can- 
not be submitted to the test of that word. 
False doctrine in the Church is a two* 
fold wrong ; it deceives mankind with a 
lie, and delivers that lie with the autho- 
rity of a divine truth. 

2. Heresy is some single point of false 
doctrine which has obtained currency, 
and is held forth as an article of faith. 
Of heresies St. Paul asserts, what our 
Lord asserts of offences, that they must 
come, and in fact every age has teemed 
with them. They commonly appear 
under the pretext of some scripture au- 
thority ; their real effect is to pervert 
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scripture, and make shipwreck of the 
faith of those who adopt them. 

Amidst the diversity of men's minds, 
one cosK^eives an opinion of his own, on 
the ground of what he believes to be a 
scripture proof; it becomes with him at 
first a point of conscience, next an article 
of fiaith, and at last that which must be 
4)elieved in order to salvation ; although 
after all, the scripture authority alleged 
for it amounts to nothing, and against it, 
may be decisive. 

Thus the Socinian holds fast his heresy, 
on the scripture ground that God is one, 
as if the unity of God could only be 
surely established by the rejection of the 
doctrine of the Trinity and of the God- 
bead of Christ. 

Thus the Romanist accounts all Christ- 
ians heretics but himself, and on the 
Scripture ground, that as the Church is 
one, all are excluded who are not within 
the palie of his Church. 

3. Schism, or a breach not of the 
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pretended, but of the real unity of the 
Church, by separation from it. The 
Church, like any other body, must be 
weakened by division ; and such divi- 
sion, as it is a loss and an affliction to 
her, so it is a gain and a triumph to her 
enemies. It is true, that all separation 
does not amount to schism, and that 
individuals may have not only conscien- 
tious, but possibly sufficient grounds, if 
not to justify, at least to excuse dissent 
from the Church of England. At the 
same time it should be remembered, 
that in our separation from the Church 
of Rome, where fundamental truths were 
at stake, we separated under the name, 
not of dissent, but of protestation against 
error, shewing both reluctance to leave 
and willingness to return, should that er- 
ror, like a stumbling-block, be removed; 
and in general, I may also add, that a 
dissenter in our day should be well 
fortified by the testimony of a good con- 
science, and by that of the Spirit itself 
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bearing witness with his spirit, before 
he separates from a Church like our 
own, which holds the head, maintains 
in its purity every fundamental article 
of faith and doctrine ; in which the pure 
word of God is preached, and commend- 
ed to the search and study of all her 
mranbers, and the sacraments are duly 
administered according to the institution 
of Christ. And yet, after all, the mis- 
chievous schism is not that of dissenters 
from the Church, but of the Church from 
itself. He is the dangerous schismatic, 
who in the Church dishonors her whom 
he calls his mother by an unfilial or 
unchristian course of life, and so gives 
occasion to the enemy to blaspheme; 
who offends his brethren and destroys 
himself. 

Other evils deprecated affect us 
3. As individuals ; we deprecate 
1. Hardness of hearty an evil of which 
all are susceptible ; for every heart, as to 
its capacity for receiving and entertaining 

D 
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I impressions is in the Scripture / 
' a stone ; ** ever sensitive to earthly ^ 
but impenetrably hard, and in- 
to spiritual things ; and if, by 
ration of divine grace, that hard- 
at all subdued or softened, a 
and return to the former hard- 
too possible not to be always 
ly deprecated by the Christian, 
r himself and others. Undoubt- 
who best knows himself will be 
rnest in deprecating an evil, the 
g symptoms of which so often 
t themselves in his searchings 
ground of his own heart. 
[y, we DEPRECATB that which is 
sequence of hardness of heart, 
mtempt of GocTs word and com- 
nt. Common as this crime is, 
its to the reflecting mind some- 
expressibly awful. Contempt is 
est of a man*s thoughts towards 
stands lowest in his esteem ; 
d in contempt the being whom 
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you think below, not only your respectful, 
but even decent your notice. Contempt 
shewn by an inferior towards his lawful 
superior, as by a child towards his father, 
or by a servant towards his master, is uni- 
versally reprobated ; and how can this 
contempt be more strikingly manifested 
than by an open disregard of the supe- 
rior's authority, and any act of unblush- 
ing disobedience to his declared will. 

Now think of such contempt mani- 
fested towards the great God by men, 
his creatures, his children, his servants ; 
think of the many, to whom God's word 
is as the dirt beneath their feet, and his 
commandments as a dead letter; their 
lips say, ' God's will be done, not mine ; ' 
but their life says, *my will be done, 
and not God's ; ' when the will of God 
thwarts their own, his is trampled upon, 
and his particularly, as declared in the 
name and by the authority of his own 
Son ; for it is to the Lord Jesus Christ 
we speak, when we say, from contempt 

D 2 
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of thy word and commandment^ good Lord 
deliver us. Take a familiar instance. 

You call yourselves Christians; you 
can only be true Christians, in proportion 
as you believe in and obey Jesus Christ. 
You know what he, whom you call Mas- 
ter and Lord, has said, '' If ye love me, 
keep my commandments ; " '' He that 
loves me not, keeps not my words ;^' 
*' Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do 
not the things which I say." And in 
reference to one thing, has not Jesus 
Christ said also of the Lord's Supper, to 
all who acknowledge his authority, '' Do 
this," and to make it more binding both 
as a test of our fidelity, and as an act 
of grateful acknowledgment, " Do this, 
he says, in remembrance of me ? " un- 
doubtedly this is the word, and this is the 
conmiand of Jesus Christ ; undoubtedly 
as every real servant of this Master has 
a right, so as often as the opportunity 
returns, he is indispensably bound, to 
assert his privilege and testify his obedi- 
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^nce. And what is the astonishmg fact ? 
Probably three out of four of those now 
before me, and of the age to communi- 
cate, and moreover, who were confirmed 
upon the implied promise of doing this in 
remembrance of Christ, are living in cold 
smd heartless contempt of God*s word 
and commandment in this instance, from 
which contempt they are here instructed 
to pray, * Good Lord, deliver us/ 

Nor let any expect to evade the 
charge of contempt of God's word in such 
a case, by saying, How can I, whose 
manner of life is contrary to God's word, 
come to the Lord*s Table ? For this in fact 
amounts to nothing more than pleading 
one sin as an excuse for committing ano- 
ther; if your course of life unfits you 
for approaching to the Lord's table, you 
must be living in contempt of God's 
word and commandment in other in- 
stances as well as in this. He that 
fears God at all, frames his life in obe- 
dience to his will, and will be the last 



54 LECTURE III : 

person in the world to offer an excuse 
so weak and wicked for the OAtempt 
of his word and commandment in this 
or any other particular. 

We have now reached the end of the 
first part of the deprecation in the Li- 
tany, or * the commemoration of evils to 
which we are exposed from our sin, or 
that of others/ In the use of it, let each 
regard himself as one in the midst of his 
fellow-sinners, and as he passes through 
the list, and utters the petition, from this 
or that evil, ' Good Lord, deliver us ; ' may 
his penitence become deepened, and his 
devotion quickened by a just alarm for 
his own danger, and by a christian com- 
passion for his brethren. Next to this 
' enumeration of evils ' there follows 

IL A SPECIFICATION OF ARQUMBNTS. 

As far a3 we are concerned, all we 
may plead is our miserable condition, 
and the necessity for our deliverance 
from it. All our argument is, ' Save 
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Lord, we perish ; ' ' Have mercy upon 
us, miserable sinners ; ' '' Lord, give us 
help from trouble, for vain is the help 
of man." It is indeed our indispensable 
duty to ccmfess and repent of sin, and 
by the powerful assistance of the Spirit 
of God, to strive for the victory over it ; 
but none of these confessions, none of 
these strivings of our's can be urged at 
the throne of the heavenly grace as argu- 
ments for our acceptance and deliverance ; 
for all this, and far more than this is 
already due as a debt, is at the best very 
imperfectly performed, and derives all the 
value it possesses from divine grace, the 
only source of any thing in us that is truly 
good. The Litany has before placed us 
in a state of utter insolvency at the foot- 
stool of mercy ; we have already fled for 
refuge to our only deliverer, Jesus Christ ; 
and accordingly our specification of argu- 
ments is drawn wholly from his merits 
and his mediation. In this view it might 
have sufficed to have wound up the whole 
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in one general form, as '' Good Lord 
deliver us." *'Thou, who art the only 
Saviour and Redeemer of the world, for 
thy goodness^ sake, thy name's sake, thy 
mercy's sake, Good Lord deliver us ; " 
and thus the argument would have be- 
come an amplification of that employed 
at the conclusion of the ordinary prayers 
of the church, ** through Jesus Christ 
our Lord," intimating, that in him only 
is our. confidence, and that all our ex- 
pectation is derived from him. But for 
the greater encouragement of faith, in the 
specification of arguments before us the 
history of our deliverer in its leading par- 
ticulars is set forth, and each particular 
is employed as an argument, or motive, 
for our deliverance from the evils depre- 
cated. Thus we implore our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to deliver us * by ' or * through ' 
(1.) The mystery of his holy incar^ 
nation; when having undertaken the 
work of our deliverance, he abhorred not 
the Virgin's womb, thus bringing into a 
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mysterious and wonderful union our hu- 
man nature, and his divine nature. 

(2.) His holy nativity. When, accord- 
ing to the first promise of a deliverer, 
God in the fulness of time sent forth his 
Son into the world, made of a woman ; 
when according to the prophecy he was 
bom at Bethlehem, and in great humi 
lity; not despising the stable and the 
manger. 

(3.) His circumcision, or the first shed- 
ding of that most precious blood which 
alone could wash away sin, and by which 
he placed himself under, and made him- 
self a debtor to do, the whole law, and 
discharge for us the full amount both of 
service and suffering. 

(4.) His baptism. When the Spirit 
from heaven descended upon him, and 
the voice of God proclaimed him to be 
the beloved Son of Grod, manifested to 
take away sin. 

(5.) ^v& fasting and temptation. When 
he was led by the same Spirit from the 

n 5 
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water of baptism into the fire of tempta- 
tion ; and there suffered being tempted, 
fighting our battle with the strong man 
armed, and in the fiercest conflict prov- 
ing himself stronger than that strong 
man, and at length gaining the victory 
to his soul's exceeding comfort and 
our unspeakable advantage. 

For we know that all these things were 
undertaken and sustained and accom- 
plished for us ; for us he was incarnate, 
born, circumcised, baptized ; for us he 
fasted and was tempted ; therefore we 
may be bold, and come boldly to the 
throne of grace, relying on arguments 
like these, and urging them with im- 
passioned fervor for our deliverance ; and 
still more when we turn in the later 
period, of his history, to 

(6.) His agony and bloody sweat; or as 
an ancient liturgy expresses it, to '' his 
unknown sufferings;"^ when in Greth- 

> The Liturgy of the Greek Church. A/ ityv^a-T^y 



THE LITANT. 59 

semane, that garden of grief, his soul 
was troubled as it had never before been, 
and his cup was so very bitter, that he 
prayed three times, '' Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from me ; '' 
and the burden was so heavy, that his 
sweat was as it were great drops of blood 
falling to the ground. 

(7.) His cross and passion; the word 
passion, both in the scriptural and litur* 
gical use of the word, implies severe and 
extreme suffering ; the cross and passion 
of Jesus will therefore signify the seve- 
rity and extremity of his suffering on the 
day of his crucifixion ; including all the 
torture of his bodily, and all the anguish 
of his mental suffering on that ever me- 
morable day, from the moment when he 
was stretched upon the cross, till he 
cried, " It is finished/' and gave up the 
ghost. 

(8.) His death, as the full, perfect, and 
sufficient sacrifice, satisfaction and ob- 
lation, for the sins of the whole world. 
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and his burial as the proof of his death, 
the fulfilment of prophecy, and the lowest 
step of his humiliation. 

These again are arguments worthy to 
be employed through him who suffered 
such things; the just for the unjust ; but 
from these humiliating scenes of his woe, 
these highest manifestations of his love, 
we pass to 

(9.) His glorious resurrection on the 
third day according to his most true 
promise, to die no more, to live for ever, 
to be highly exalted, to receive the name 
which is above every other name, and to 
reign evermore as King of kings and Lord 
of lords ; and to his not less glorious as^ 
cension when forty days afterwards he was 
received up to the glory which he had 
with the Father before the world began. 

Lastly we employ as an argument on 
the ground of what Christ has done for us : 

(10.) 7%e coming of the Holy Ghost; 
the gift of love to men, yea, to the re- 
bellious; the constant guide, the faith- 
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fill reprover, the gracious comforter ; the 
awakener, the enlightener, the converter 
of the sinner ; the leader and strength- 
ener of the believer. 

Such is the specification of arguments 
drawn out 'in a manner best calculated 
to rivet the attention, and to excite the 
strongest feelings of dependance and re- 
liance, of love and gratitude, and to unite 
those who employ them in the bonds of a 
common necessity, and of a comprehen- 
sive charity one toward another ; while 
unitedly they say, * Good Lord, by all 
thou hast done and suffered on earth, 
and by the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, 
still sent down from heaven, — ^be favor- 
able, be gracious, — " Good Lord, deliver 
us."' 

Beside the enumeration of evils and 
the specification of arguments in the form 
of deprecation in the second part of the 
Litany, we have further to notice 

in. The CONCLUSION. 
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As a summary of the whole it is sin- 
gularly comprehensive. Tribulation and 
tuealth are two states, in one or other of 
which all mankind may be classed ; the 
degrees vary, but the circumstances of each 
particular individual are either prosperous 
or adverse at any given time ; thus the 
concluding summary comprises the wants 
of all ; so again, while in reference to or- 
dinary events there is the difference just 
alluded to ; in reference to death and^W^- 
ment there is none; it is appointed to all to 
die and after this the judgment. In this 
brief conclusion are thus comprised the 
most interesting and important changes 
of human condition in time and eter- 
nity. 

1. In all time of our tribulation^ we 
ask deliverance. Man as a sinner is bom 
to trouble ; nor can the believer antici- 
pate an entrance into the kingdom of 
God but through much tribulation. Tri- 
bulation however tries the faith, the con- 
stancy, the patience of God's people; 



THE LITANT. 63 

and the trials of adversity are such as 
may reasonably call for the petition '' in 
all time of onr tribulation, good Lord, 
deliver us ; " deliver us from a murmur* 
ing discontented spirit ; from distrust and 
unbelief ; from depressing fears, and re* 
bellious complaints. Nor do we less 
need deliverance 

2. In all time of our wealth ; for if in 
our tribulation the enemy may get an ad- 
vantage, so also in our prosperity. Pros- 
perity, like adversity, has its snares and 
temptations ; if adversity begets distrust 
in God, prosperity begets confidence in 
ourselves. How soon even a good man 
is liable to be thrown off his guard by a 
flow of prosperity. When things go on 
well with men outwardly, they often go 
on ill with them inwardly. '' In all time 
of our wealth " may the Lord deliver us 
from foi^tting him, from living to our- 
selves and not to him ; from seeking and 
finding our rest here, from fixing our af- 
fections on things on the earth ; these de- 
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precations partake of the nature of Agur's 
petition—** Give me not poverty, lest I 
\}e poor, and steal ; give me not riches, 
lest I be full, and deny thee ; " or of 
that in the Lord's prayer, ** Give us this 
day our daily bread." We may draw the 
inference, that generally speaking, the 
safest state is that which is equally re* 
moved from the pressure of adversity, or 
the abundance of prosperity. 

It will soon, however be a matter of no 
consequence, whether our lot has been 
tribulation or wealth. The only question 
will be hereafter, how we conducted 
ourselves in either state ; but we shall 
all want a deliverer 

3. In the hour of death; that solemn 
period of our departure out of this world 
and our entrance into the world unseen 
and eternal. Yes, and that hour of 
death will shut the door for ever which 
has till then been open for your admis- 
sion into heaven ; the hour of death ; 
solemn hour, when the soul in soli- 
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tude, and unseen by human eye, darts 
from its earthly tabernacle, and wings 
its rapid flight to the God who gave it : 
O decisive hour, which fixes the soul 
in its everlasting habitation of ease or 
torment ! 

In connexion with this hour we pray 
to be delivered 

4. In the day of judgment. Strictly 
speaking, death is itself the decisive mo- 
ment, for death transfers the soul in the 
instant of its departure from the body, 
and according to its real state as con- 
verted or unconverted, to Abraham's 
bosom, or to the lake of fire. But with 
reference to mankind in general, the day 
of judgment is the great, the terrible day 
of the Lord ; the last day of time and 
the world, when all that are in the graves 
shall hear the voice of the Son of man, 
shall again become animated, and shall 
come forth to share with their immortal 
spirits, the everlasting bliss or the ever- 
lasting woe. Good Lord, deliver us in that 



66 LBCTURE III : 

day ; the day of the blast of the mighty 
trumpet, andof the voice of the archangel ; 
the day of the dissolution of all things ; 
the day of the general resurrection and of 
final separation* Good Lord, in that awful 
day be our deliverer; snatch us like 
brands from the burning ; deliver us from 
the bitter pains of eternal death, and 
translate us into thy blessed kingdom, that 
being ** caught up in the clouds, we may 
meet the Lord in the air, and live with 
him for ever and ever." In the day of 
judgment f Good Lord, deliver us. 

With these solemn and touching sen- 
tences the deprecation in the Litany 
closes, well calculated, as far as human 
means can contrive it, to fan the feeble 
spark of devotion into an ardent flame ; 
to repress what is bad, and to cherish 
what is good. Look over and ponder the 
whole of this division of the Litany from 
its commencement with '' Remember 
not, Lord, our offences,'' to its close, 
with, '^ In the day of judgment. Good 
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Lord, deliver us ; " endeavor to ascer- 
tain the full meaning and force of each 
separate clause. Thus by God^s grace 
you will be better qualified for a de* 
votional and profitable use of this service ; 
thus by God's grace you will be excited 
more humbly to confess sin before the 
mercy-seat, and in the confidence of an 
overcoming faith, to cling more closely 
and stedfastly to Jesus Christ, our only 
deliverer from all the evils to which we 
are exposed from the date of our birth in 
sin, through all the changes and chances 
of this mortal life ; and at last '' in the 
hour of death and in the day of judg- 
ment." 



LECTURE IV. 



1 TIMOTHY II. 1, 2. 

I BXHOBT, THEREFOBB, THAT, FIB8T OF ALL, BV^ 
PLICATIONS, PBATBB8, INTBBCBSSIOVSy AND GIVING 
OF THANKS BB MADB FOB ALL HBN; 

FOB KINGS, AND FOB ALL THAT ABB IN AUTHOBITY. 

The third division of the Litany con- 
sists of a large form of intercession ac- 
cording to the various wants and circum* 
stances of those for whom we pray. 

All are alike dependent upon God 
their maker and preserver, and prayer 
forms a common bond of union, pro- 
moting mutual sympathy amongst man- 
kind, and the continuance of brotherly 
love. All prayer is in fact intercessory ; 
for instance, the Lord's prayer implies 
intercession when we say, " Our Fa- 
ther ; '^ " give, and forgive us ; " " lead 
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tis not into temptation ; " '^ deliver us 
from evil." This is intercession, for it in- 
cludes many, namely the whole family 
of which God is the Father* The pe- 
tition in the invocation is of a similar 
nature — " Have mercy upon us ; " as 
also that in the deprecation, '' Good 
Lord, deliver us ; " and in the following 
division of the Litany, where the sub- 
stance of the whole is intercession, pe- 
titions for ourselves intermingle with 
those for others ; intimating that amidst 
all the diversities of condition there are 
points of agreement and correspondence, 
sufficient to shew that we are all sprung 
from the same stock, that we all par- 
take of the same feeble and corrupt 
nature ; are exposed to the same tempt- 
ations, and in need of the same grace ; 
and that as fellow-sufferers with, so in 
our prayers we should be fellow-helpers 
one of another. 

As intercession is the duty of the 
Christian, so ought it to be esteemed by 
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him as his high privilege ; for interces- 
sion is, strictly speaking, the work of 
the priesthood, more especially of the 
great High Priest whose intercession is 
constant and prevalent in heaven, and 
in the strength of whose advocacy there, 
the Christianas must be offered on earth. 
Grod has been pleased to confer dis- 
tinguished honor on intercessory prayer. 
Think of Abraham's intercession for 
Ishmael, and its success; nor was it 
without effect even in the case of guilty 
Sodom. Think of the intercession of 
Moses, Samuel, David, and of its preva- 
lency in every case. Job's intercession 
for his friends was recompensed with 
their acceptance for his sake, and with the 
turning away of his own captivity. The 
conversion of the dying thief on the cross 
may be ascribed to our Lord's interces- 
sion, and that of the centurion with many 
others who in idle Curiosity came to that 
sight, but who returned from it in the 
spirit of the publican, ^' smiting upon 
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their breasts;" and probably we may 
owe to the intercession of the first martp, 
St. Stephen, the conversion of Saul of 
Tarsus, the source to the church of 
unnumbered blessings. 

In this division of the Litany we pray 
for 

I. The whole church, 
II. All the members of our own 
church, 

III. The nations of the world, 

IV. All that are in danger, ne- 
cessity, AND tribulation, 

V. All mankind. 

This truly is intercession on the largest 
scale ; but the Christian who partakes 
of that mind which was in Christ Jesus, 
must embrace in the arms of his affection 
as many as he did, who tasted death for 
every man, and whose death was a pro- 
pitiation for the sins of the whole world. 

The Gospel requires us to seek the 
good of all ; and ** the effectual fervent 
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prayer of a righteous man " may be an- 
swered in behalf of those who are most 
widely removed from him, whom he has 
never seen, nor ever may see in the flesh, 
but who partake of the same nature, 
and are compassed about with the same 
infirmities, being partakers of the same 
hopes, and members of the same family. 
Intercessory prayer acknowledges the 
common claim of all on each ; we cannot 
truly love without praying for one ano- 
ther, nor truly pray but in the spirit of 
Christian love. 

We have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ; and he alone is without 
sin> the righteous; therefore, whether 
praying for ourselves or others, we must 
of necessity, pray in the character of 
sinners. 

In the Invocation, we asked for mercy 
as sinners, and in the Deprecation we 
appeared in the same character, praying 
for deliverance from those evils to which, 
as sinners, we are exposed. 
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The same spirit breathes through the 
Intercession, We sinners do beseech thee 
to hear tis, O Lord God ; this, like the 
key-note, is struck by the minister, 
and then sounded through the whole 
by the people ; " We, (that is, "we 
sinners,'*) beseech thee, to hear us, good 
Lord." 

The person addressed here, is the 
Lord Jesus Christ. By virtue of his 
intercession we plead with him for those 
who are the object of ours* ; beseeching 
him to hear^ whom we before besought 
to deliver. 

Prayer of course can only be made 
to him, in his Divine character as the 
Son of God, or God the Son, that is, the 
Lord God ; so in the close of the Litany 
we address the petitions, " Son of God, 
we beseech thee to hear us ; " and, ** O 
Christ, hear us ; *' and our Lord is ad- 
dressed in the hymn in the sacramental 
office, to the same purpose, '* O Lord 
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Fa- 

£ 
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ther, have mercy upon us, receive our 
prayer." 

In the character, therefore, of sinners, 
and beseeching the Sayiour of sinners, 
as the Lord God, and the good Lord, to 
hear us, we proceed to offer up our 
united petitions to him, 

I. For the whole church. We 
know that this church is the body of 
which he is the Head; we know that 
this church is the spouse of which 
he is the Husband ; we know that 
this church is the object of his tender 
affection and vigilant care, and conse- 
quently we pray for that first which is 
dearest to himself. 

The church consists of all, who by 
faith in him are the children of God; 
it is God's household, to which none 
belong but saints and fellow-citizens 
with the saints. Where the pure word 
of God is preached, and the sacraments 
are duly administered, there is the quarry 
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out of which are digged, and the rock 
out of which are hewn lively stones, 
squared and polished to raise and adorn 
the mystical temple which is built for 
an habitation of God, through the Spirit, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner-stone. It is the essence of sec- 
tarianism to suppose that the visible 
church of God consists exclusively of 
some single society, or body of Christians ; 
this is in fact closing the door which the 
great Head of the church has left open ; 
thus the Jew would have limited the 
church to those of his own nation ; the 
Pharisee, to those of his own sect ; but 
the members of Christ's church are not 
so concentrated ; in heart indeed they are 
one, but in person scattered over the 
world. 

In churches formed of those who 
** profess and call themselves Christians," 
one may differ from another in respect 
of external advantage or internal purity ; 
one may approach nearer to the standard 

£ 2 
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of truth in doctrine, or hold that truth 
more or less in error ; and doubtless that 
church which comes nearest to the truth, 
and is most free from error is worthy of 
most honor, and imposes on its members 
in consequence deeper responsibilities 
and weightier obligations. 

But as in a church formed like our 
own after the primitive models, tares 
spring up together with the wheat, so in 
another less favored in its construction, 
wheat may be found amongst the tares. 
Of churches holding the Head, few per- 
haps have deviated wider from the path 
of true doctrine, than the one which 
challenges for itself alone the name Ca- 
tholic, or Universal, and denies even sal- 
vation to those out of its pale ; yet in this 
there may be found, [as in purer churches, 
some ransomed members of Christ* s body. 
The Church of England might help to 
enlarge the synagogue of Satan, and the 
Church of Rome to increase the congre* 
gation of faithful men. To the whole 
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church of Christ for which we intercede 
is affixed a double mark ; the first, of 
sanctity ; the second, of universality. 

(1.) It is Holy. Christ gave himself 
for the church, that he might sanctify 
and cleanse it; the holiness of the 
church is his glory. This it is which 
adorns and beautifies her as a bride for 
her husband; sin is the spot, the un- 
cleanness, from which the church is 
cleansed, that she may be holy. Holi- 
ness is therefore an essential qualifica- 
tion for the members of Christ's church ; 
holiness is the seal and stamp of the 
Spirit of God upon all his children, and 
without it, no man shall see the Lord. 

The church is, 

(2.) Universal. It is so styled in the 
Apostle's creed ; " the holy Catholic, or 
universal Church." This church is not 
the Roman Catholic Church ; the very 
name is itself a contradiction ; for if 
Roman exclusively, then it is not Ca- 
tholic; and if Catholic, it cannot be 
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exclusively Roman. The church for 
which we pray is the holy Catholic 
Church, consisting of " the blessed com- 
pany of all faithful people/' gathered 
out of all lands, from the east, and west, 
the north, and the south. Those who 
belong to it are, the sanctified, the 
^* called to be saints," the real members 
Jesus Christ, the true children of God, 
the rightful heirs of the heavenly king- 
dom, the penitent, the believing, the 
obedient, the redeemed from among men. 
All these, of whatever tribe, or kindred, 
or people, or nation, form collectively 
the Church of Christ, his '* holy Church 
universal.** Those who come not under 
this description, although by a true bap- 
tism, they are grafted into the church, 
and are living under the bright beams 
of the Sun of Righteousness ; these are 
in respect of that church dead, and not 
living members ; these are as aliens and 
foreigners, and are as much farther from 
heaven than the heathen, as in profession 
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and external privileges they are nearer 
to it ; and supposing them to remain as 
they are, to trample their privileges 
under foot, and to die impenitent, unbe- 
lieving, and disobedient; the woe of 
Capernaum and Bethsaida vnll be theirs, 
a far heavier than that of Sidon or of So- 
dom ; from the awful voice of their in- 
sulted Lord let them expect the sentence, 
" Depart from me, all ye that work 
iniquity ; I know you not." 

For the holy Church universal, we be- 
seech him, whose own it is by redemp- 
tion and purchase, to hear us, and that 
he may be pleased to rule and govern it 
in the right way. Oh consider its natural 
weakness, the strength and the number 
of its enemies ; its position in an evil 
world ; its inconstancy and its peril, and 
tell me whether it can be safe for a 
moment without a divine superintend- 
ance and protection. Every single indi- 
vidual of which the church is composed 
needs a close, a distinct, and in many 
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respects a peculiar protection : the right 
way is narrow, and discovered by few ; 
the wrong way is broad, and the gate 
wide, and many not only find it out 
readily, but "go in thereat." Christ's 
church is scattered far and wide over the 
whole earth, and needs the care of one 
whose ** eyes are in every place." It is a 
flock of feeble sheep ; heedless in the 
midst of danger, continually exposed to 
the attack of devouring wolves. What 
then would become of it without a Shep- 
herd '* full of kindness, full of care, and 
full of power ? " ^ It is a vineyard hedged 
in and planted, but in danger of being 
invaded, over-run, and trodden down, 
had we not its owner*s promise to plead, 
'^ I the Lord do keep it, and lest any 
hurt it, I will keep it night and day." ^ 
It is a vessel constructed of frail ma- 
terials, embarked in a hazardous voyage, 
and crossing a rough and tempestuous 
sea : — and is not such a vessel in need of 

^ Hookei^s Sermon on Hab. i. 4. ' Isa. xvni, 8. 
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a Ruler and Governor possessed of wis- 
dom and skill to preserve her in her 
hour of danger, and to guide her course 
to^the destined port ? Oh think of the 
length of the voyage, the precious freight, 
the certain tempests, when you pray to 
this Pilot to be her steersman, to defend 
her from the rocks, and the shallows, 
and at last from the breakers near the 
shore, that the crew may be safely 
landed, and not one of them be lost ! In 
this prayer, that it may please the Head 
of the Church to rule and govern it in 
the right way, will you not unite with 
heartfelt earnestness ? — ^will you not sg-y 
in sincerity and with fervor, ** We be- 
seech thee to hear us, good Lord ? " 
From the whole church we turn to, 

II. The members of our own 

CHURCH. 

The Litany in its form of general in- 
tercession has already recognized the 
whole visible church : it now addresses 

E 5 
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itself to the circumstances of our own 
Church in particular. The Church of 
England by profession forms a part of the 
** holy Church universal." But although 
we assume our own church to be epis* 
copal, national, established by law, in- 
terwoven with, and inseparable from 
the state, I shall not here enter upon 
her defence in these matters ; both be- 
cause such a discussion would lead us 
out of our way, and because I conceive 
that points of this nature, which do not 
involve the truth and authority of her 
doctrines, are really of secondary import- 
ance, — at least in this place. 

The text proves that we have Scrip- 
ture authority to pray, 

1. For the king; that Divine grace 
may be shed over him abundantly. We 
pray for the king, as the Prince to whom 
we owe all lawful obedience, and above 
all for the king, as himself Christ's 
servant, under whom he is in autho- 
rity, and to whom he owes a dutiful, 
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willing, and constant subjection and 
service. We pray in general that his 
faith may be sound, and his obedience 
exemplary ; that he may be kept and 
strengthened in the true worshipping of 
Jesus Christ, and in righteousness and 
holiness of life. 

We further pray that his heart may be 
influenced by right principles, and his 
confidence be based on its right object, 
and his conduct be directed by right mo- 
tives ; That it may please thee to rule 
his heart in thy faith, fear and love ; that 
he may evermore have affiance in thee, 
and ever seek thy honour and glory : and 
assuming the development of these prin- 
ciples, the holding fast of this confidence, 
and the exemplifying of these motives, 
we continue our petitions ; that it may 
please thee to be his defender and keeper, 
giving him the victory over all his ene- 
mies ; over all who would impede or 
thwart him in the discharge of his 
duties towards God or man ; and since 
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these duties must be materially af- 
fected by the character of those per- 
sonally related to him, we add (as in duty 
bound) the prayer, that it may please thee 
to bless and preserve our gracious Queen, 
and all the Royal Family. 

Thus we are instructed to intercede 
with our heavenly King for our earthly 
king, and for those of his own household ; 
and those who fairly estimate the diffi- 
culties and temptations of high places, 
and who are at all aware of the import- 
ance to be attached to the example of 
those who are least under man's control; 
those who know how much depends upon 
our having in kings nursing fathers, and 
in queens nursing mothers to the Church 
of Christ, and in the several members of 
the royal family, efficient and willing 
helpers for the spread of his gospel,— -such 
persons will be best prepared in heart 
and mind to reply to this class of inter- 
cessory petitions. We beseech thee to hear 
us , good Lord. 
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Among the members of our church 
we pray, 

2. For spiritual rulers ; for those upon 
-whom the charge devolves of feeding the 
flock of Christ, and of watching for 
souls as men who must give account ; 
and whether we consider the nature of 
the charge, or its responsibility ; and the 
consequences of fidelity or unfaithfulness 
in such a trust ; no claim in the whole 
range of intercession can be greater, none 
more urgent than that of the ministers of 
Christ upon these prayers of the church. 

As a capable and faithful priesthood 
is under Christ the stability and security 
of the Church, so, humanly speaking, we 
* may add, that an incompetent and un- 
faithful one prepares the way for itsdown- 
fal. Remembering also that the treasure 
of the gospel is placed in earthen vessels, 
that ministers are men of like passions 
with other men, and whose natures are cor- 
rupt as those of others ; who themselves 
owe everything to grace, and who have the 
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double labor of watching for their own 
souls and also for those of others ; should 
you not cry to the Shepherd and Bishop 
of all souls, beseeching him to illumine 
their darkness; that he who stands in 
the midst of the golden candlesticks, the 
churches, and holds the stars, or the 
angels and bishops of the churches in 
his right hand ; would grant to all 
bishops, priests, and deacons, the true 
knowledge and understanding of that 
word, of which they are the authorized 
interpreters ; that these stars, emitting 
no dim nor dubious ray, may be burning 
and shining lights, holding forth the word 
of life conspicuously and intelligibly to 
the glory of God and the benefit of the * 
church, that they may set forth that word 
by their preaching, and shew it accord- 
ingly by their living. 

The doctrine may doubtless be true, 
though the life contradicts it ; and here 
our Lord's own rule will apply ; what 
the teacher in the truth of his doctrine 
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bids you to observe, that observe and do ; 
but follow him not in the error of his life ; 
do not after his works. Matt, xxiii. 3. 
Value true doctrine, though the preacher 
were a Judas ; but false doctrine, even 
if preached by an angel from heaven, (as 
St. Paul says) must be abhorred. 

Since however example has so great 
and just a sway, and the evil example of 
a minister of Christ must be to some a 
snare, to many a stumbling-block, and to 
all a temptation ; when we pray to Jesus 
Christ that it may please him to illu- 
minate all bishops, priests and deacons 
with true knowledge and understanding 
of his word, and that both by their 
preaching and living they may set forth 
that word and shew it accordingly ; 
there is the weightiest reason why you 
should make that petition your own and 
say. We beseech thee to hear usj good 
Lord. 

Among those of our own Church we 
pray. 
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3. For persons of authority and influ- 
ence in the state; as particularly, the 
Lords of the Council, or Officers of State, 
the king's advisers in matters of govern- 
ment ; and in general for all the nobility, 
whose rank or wealth makes them con- 
spicuous or influential. In asking that it 
may please the Lord to endue them with 
grace, wisdom, and understanding ; we 
ask for that which, if obtained, will win 
for them a higher honor than any they 
can derive from their birth or resources. ; 
the honor of being useful to the Church 
of Christ ; a public blessing while they 
live ; and benefactors, by their Christian 
example, to future generations. We 
pray, 

4. For the Magistracy; for all who 
preside in our Courts of Judicature, and 
to whom is committed the administra- 
tion of the law. In the world, as in the 
church, ofiences must necessarily arise ; 
by sin comes pride, and by pride, con- 
tention ; and much it concerns both pub- 
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lie security, and the public welfare, that 
the law should be constantly and impar* 
tially administered; that justice should 
hold the balance even, and that the 
scales should be inflexible to any deci- 
sion but that of truth : and therefore* we 
pray him who is the just One, and him- 
self the Truth, to bless and keep the Ma- 
gistrates, giving them grace ^ to execute 
justice, and to maintain truth ; that they 
may execute justice fearlessly and im- 
partially, paying no regard to the per- 
sons of men, and in the line of duty 
regardless of consequences to themselves. 
The prayer of this petition extends to 
every court in every city and town in 
the king's dominions, and happy would 
it be for the king and his subjects, if the 
prayer were universally heard and an- 
swered ; you will at least do well to take 
your part in it by adding. We beseech 
thee to hear us, good Lord. And to con- 
clude, we pray generally, 
, 5. For all the members of our church. 
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of whatever rank or station, that all may 
be blessed by Jesus Christ, and kept by 
his power through faith unto salvation ; 
that it may please thee to bless and keep 
all thy people: — for the Christian in what- 
ever condition he may be placed, may 
adorn the doctrine of his Saviour, and be 
a useful member of the church. As in 
a building, one defective or misplaced 
stone is a blemish, if it does not endan- 
gar the safety of the whole ; so in the 
church, one faulty member disfigures 
Christ's body; and nothing more con- 
duces to the welfare of the church, than 
a healthy spiritual state of the common 
people. It is undoubtedly true, that a 
bad example in high rank, is more inju- 
rious than in a low, because it is more 
visible, and because an inferior is too apt 
to make the fault of a superior an ex- 
cuse for his own ; but were the prayer 
of this petition mercifully heard and an- 
swered, and particularly with regard to 
the poor, the largest portion of the com- 
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munity, in how many instances would 
godliness flourish, where now it droops ? 
Were the poor generally brought under 
the control and influence of the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ; were they 
generally to become rich in faith ; how 
great, how happy would be the change ; 
how beautiful would be the order in 
families ; how consistent the example 
of superiors ; how dutiful the obedience 
of inferiors ! All [would then be com- 
pelled to confess, that those who fear the 
Lord, and walk in his ways are blessed ; 
that it is well with them even in their 
darkest days of sorrow ; for if they sow 
in tears, they shall surely reap in joy. 
Lord Jesus, let it please thee to bless 
and keep all thy people in all their vari- 
ous states and conditions ; we beseech 
thee to hear us, good Lord.' Thus, of 
the members of our own church, from 
the king on his throne, to the meanest 
of his Christian subjects, we have left 
out none. 
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I only add, that the prayer of faith 
must be (as I before intimated) the 
prayer of love. He that loves Jesus 
Christ, must love his church; and he 
that truly loves the Church of Christ, 
will desire and seek its prosperity ; he 
will pray for the peace of Jerusalem. 
Again, if you desire and seek the pros- 
perity of the ' holy church universal,' 
you cannot fail to desire and seek the 
welfare of that portion of the Church to 
which you belong ; and in this desire lift 
up your prayer, and beseech Jesus Christ 
to hear you, when you pray for the king 
and royal family ; for the ministers of the 
church, the ministers of the state and all 
the nobility ; for the magistracy, and for 
all of every rank with whom you are con- 
nected in the bonds of a common faith, 
hope and love. 



LECTURE V. 



PSALM LXVIL 2. 

THAT THY WAY MAY BE KNOWN UPON EARTH, THY 
SAVING HEALTH AMONG ALL NATIONS. 

In the third general division of the Li- 
tany, we have considered the intercessory 
petitions. 

L For the whole chi^rch of Jesus 
Christ. 

n. For the members of our own 
Church, and herein for the King and 
Royal Family ; the officers of the Church, 
the Ministers of State, and the Nobility, 
the Magistracy and Commonality, even 
all who are subject to the throne of Eng- 
land, and who acknowledge the Church 
of England as a mother ; involving, were 
we to stop here, a vast variety of per- 
sons and interests, and occupying a large 
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field of Christian intercession ; and yet 
we are only commencing our work. The 
petition which follows is, 

IIL For the nations of the world. 
Our own is but one among many, and, 
compared with some, small. We here 
present to him who is styled the King of 
nations, and the Lord of all, all nations ; 
even to him whose of right they are both 
by inheritance and purchase. And as it 
is foretold, that ultimately all kings shall 
bow before him, and all nations serve 
him ; we beseech him in the charity of 
a true faith and hope to give to all nations 
unity ^ peace J and concord; unity, or agree- 
ment in the true faith of the Gospel ; 
peace, or unanimity amongst themselves ; 
and concord, or mutual good-will one 
towards another. He then who would 
escape the charge of hypocrisy or igno- 
rance in the use of this petition, must at 
least evince his desire, and according to 
his ability, his endeavour to further the 
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attainment of its object ; he must at least 
shew that he has some portion of lively 
feeling for the honor of his Master, and 
for the spiritual wants of mankind. How 
can the nations be brought to the £Bdth, 
but by a wider diffusion of the Gospel ? 
" How can they believe in Him of whom 
they have never heard ? How can they 
hear without a preacher ? " And whence 
but from Christian Churches can mis- 
sions arise, and missionaries be sent ? 

Of the nations of the world for which 
prayer is here made, some, though nomi- 
nally Christian, are over-run with super- 
stition ; others are Mahommedan ; but 
the bulk are heathen nations, wholly 
given to idolatry, and estranged from 
the only living and true God. We pray 
that all these, including the unbelieving 
and scattered race of the Jews may be 
evangelized, and made one in Christ. 

The advantage of a Christian's engage- 
ment and interest in the spread of the 
gospel, is the increased obligation it lays 
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him under, to live suitably to the gospel 
himself. To attempt to bring strangers 
to faith in Christ, and at the same time 
to deny Christ in our walk at home, is 
to be guilty of a palpable inconsistency. 
Possibly to guard against this, we have 
no sooner offered this comprehensive 
petition for the calling and conversion of 
the nations, than we are reminded by 
appropriate petitions, how much it be- 
hoves us to commend and justify our 
missionary efforts by the integrity and 
uprightness of our Christian conversation. 
We therefore immediately pray for our- 
selves, that our Lord Jesus Christ would 
be pleased to give us an heart to love and 
dread him. Profession is nothing without 
the heart, and love and dread combined 
and tempering one another, indicate a 
right state of feeling towards Christ ; 
without fear, love might become care- 
less ; without love, fear would be servile ; 
we here pray for a heart so disposed to 
the Lord, that our love to him may never 
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lead us to forget his majesty, our fear 
never tempt us to doubt his goodness ; 
that our love may constrain to good, our 
fear restrain from evil ; and that the 
result of such fear and such love may 
be diligence in running the way of his 
commandments. 

From similar motives we pray 
2. For increase of grace ^ in our own 
use of the means of grace, that our fruit- 
fiilness in them may recommend them as 
the means of fruitfulness to others. 

The only source of grace to mankind 
is Christ, the living Word : in the con- 
veyance of that grace he principally em- 
ploys his written word, which by the 
ministry of the gospel is proclaimed in 
your ears. By grace is here evidently 
meant the influence of the Spirit with 
the word preached, that we may hear 
the word meekly with a humble and do- 
cile spirit ; that we may receive it with 
pure afectian, having our consciences 
purified, our hearts open to conviction, 

F 
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our miods unbiassed by prejudice ; and 
that we may bring forth the fruits of the 
Spirit; that our lives may exhibit 'Move, 
joy, peace, long-sufferij^f, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness^ temperance ;" ^ 
for these are the fruits of the Spirit ; and 
that we may be exemplary '' in all good* 
ness, righteousness, and truth ; " ^ for 
the fruit of the Spirit is comprehended 
in these. He that would receive the 
engrafted word to the salvation of his 
soul, must receive it with meekness; 
he that would grow in grace must re- 
ceive the word with pure affection* 

Lord grant, that in our zeal to convert 
and Christianize others we may at least 
make it manifest that we ourselves hear 
meekly thy word, receive it with pure 
affection, and bring forth the fruits of 
the Spirit 1 
To the same purpose we pray 
3. For all among ourselves that have 

1 Gal. V. 22. ' Ephes. v. 9. 
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erred and arc deceived; those who have 
turned aside from the way of tnith into 
some false path, seducing in appearance, 
but a path of error and surrounded Mrith 
danger. 

Lord, for tiiy truth's sake, and that thy 
gospel may not be dishonoured amongst 
its adversaries, do thou, who art thyself 
*'the truth," bring into the way of truth 
all such as have erred and are deceived ; 
we beseech thee to hear uSy good Lord I 

We close the petitions which point 
out our qualifications as Christians to 
diffuse Christianity among the nations, 
Mrith a prayer 

4. For Christians in all the varieties 
of their conditions, comprising the strong 
in faith, the weak-hearted, the fallen 
and the tempted. 

(1.) Some are endued with strength of 
faith, the Abrahams, the Calebs, the 
Joshuas of the Church of Christ ; strong, 
but not invincible ; for faith, itself the 
gift of God, has to contend with the evil 

F 2 
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heart of unbelief; its strength stands upon 
the strength of grace. Take away this 
prop, and the tall cedar bends and breaks 
before the blast. Lord, strengthen such 
as do stand ! 

(2.) Others are true-hearted, but weak 
in the faith. O thou kind Shepherd, 
carry in thine own arms the feeble of 
thy flock; thou who breakest not the 
bruised reed, comfort and help the weak- 
hearted. 

(3.) Others not enough distrustful, have 
reaped the fruits of their rashness, and 
fallen : the Lord has left them as he did 
Hezekiah and Peter, to shew them all 
that was in their hearts, the vanity of 
self-confidence, and the weakness of 
pride. There are those who would re- 
joice in whatever brings grief and hu- 
miliation to the Church ; but, '' Lord, 
let it please thee to raise up them that 
fall " is the prayer of their interceding 
brethren. 

(4.) All come more or less under the 
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description of the tempted. Satan de- 
sires to have all, that he may sift them 
as wheat; his aim is to bring every 
Christian under his feet ; but we pray, 
that he who bruised Satan under his feet, 
would beat him down under our*s. The 
scope of all these petitions seems to be, 
the consistency of our walk as Chris- 
tians, and the manifestation of our own 
genuine conversion, in conjunction with 
our zeal for that of the nations. 

The next general objects of interces* 
sion are, ail that are in danger ^ necessity^ 
and tribulation. 

Man being born in sin is born to 
trouble. Being ourselves sinners, how- 
ever we may try to stem the flowing 
tide of evils, however we may study to 
conceal from others, and even from our- 
selves the truth, misery is before, and 
even now surrounds us : when we offer 
our prayers to our once-suffering, and 
still sympathizing High Priest, for all 
that are in danger, necessity, and tri- 
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bulation, who can count the number 
comprehended ? Life hangs on a thread 
from the cradle onward; and even in this 
midst of life, we are in death : deatii 
often finds and surprises men, where and 
when it is least suspected. How little 
the worshippers of Galilee, when they 
brought their sacrifices to the temple at 
Jerusalem, dreamt of the mingling of 
their own blood with that of their sacri- 
fices/ or the eighteen, of the fall of 
Siloam's tower which crushed and buried 
them in its ruins in a moment ; ^ and 
what are these but specimens of the sur- 
prising stroke of death to multitudes 
when they are saying " peace and 
safety I " Every step in life's journey is 
a step of danger. 

Having first prayed for all that are in 
a state of actual danger ^ we next pray 
for all that are in necessity^ whether from 
indigence, helplessness, or any other 

^ Luke xiii. 1. » Ibid. xiii. 4. 
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cause, and lastly, for all that are in tri- 
bulation. 

To many, a bright day of happiness 
has ushered in a gloomy night of sor- 
row; they may themselves be neither 
in danger nor necessity, and yet sore and 
great troubles may make life itself bit- 
ter ; a friend may be gone, or an enemy 
triumphant ; or, what is worse, one who 
was a friend may be turned into an 
enemy; and what if we ourselves are 
apparently safe from danger or neces- 
sity or tribulation ; should our exemp- 
tion from trouble lead us to forget those 
who are troubled ? Should it not rather 
excite in us, amidst our thanksgivings 
for ourselves, our sympathy for them ? 

Oh thou Man of Sorrows, and binder 
up of broken hearts, we beseech thee to 
succour all that are in danger, help all 
that are in necessity, comfort all that 
are in tribulation ! We pray 

2. For all that travel by land or by 
water; a petition which in its first use 
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in the primitive times had probably an 
immediate reference to the apostles of our 
Lord,^ who were sent out on his errand to 
preach his gospel to the world : when they 
went forth they were commended to his 
grace, and followed by the constant and 
devout prayers of their brethren at home. 
'* Preserve them, O Lord, as they travel, 
whether by land or by water; guard 
them in all danger, give them courage 
and zeal for their arduous undertaking, 
and let thy blessing attend them." And 
the like petition is well fitted to ex- 
press our heart's desire for all those who 
travel now by land or by water upon 
a similar errand, the followers of those 
faithful men, who, forsaking all that 
ordinary men hold dear on earth, go forth 
with the Bible in their hands, and the 
love of Christ in their hearts, to preach 
the same blessed gospel to all nations. 

In the ordinary business of life, how- 
ever, many are exposed to the danger 

' Conf. Apoftt. Const, with 2 Cor. xi. 26. 



THE LITANY. 105 

and toil of long and wearisome jouraey- 
ings ** by land or by water/* Perhaps 
there is not a congregation in our Church 
in which some have not a child, a bro- 
ther, a relative, or friend under circum* 
stances which would make this petition 
seasonable and suitable. The absent 
and distant are best remembered by us 
before a throne of grace. Lord preserve 
them and all that travel ! 

The Church next engages our prayers 
3. For her daughters in nature's dark 
but hopeful hour of trial. 

It was said to the first mother of all 
living, as one of the sad consequences of 
l^er transgression, '' in sorrow thou shalt 
bring forth children : " of this sorrow all 
mothers are the undoubted heirs; a 
standing memorial that sin has made each 
of us both before, and in, and after the 
birth, a " Benoni,"* or a child of sorrow 
to our parent. But surely that sorrow be- 
speaks the sympathy of our prayers ; 

> Gen. xxxY. 18. 
F 5 
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that it may please thee, OLard, to preserve 
all women labouring of child. 

4. Of the afflicted members of Christ's 
body the sick are specially remem- 
bered; for sickness tries the spiritual, 
and endangers the bodily life. When ^ 
Lazarus was sick, his sisters were full of 
grief. When David's child was sick, he 
fasted and wept; and when Isaac's 
mother was sick unto death, he refused 
to be comforted. Nature itself instructs 
us to sympathize with one another in 
sickness. Lord, let it be thy pleasure 
to preserve the sick ; recover them if it 
be thy will ; or if not, preserve them 
from fainting, or murmuring in their sick- 
ness, and sanctify the affliction to their 
souls' health ! 
The Church in her kind anxiety 
6. For young children y follows her 
Lord's example : for we are told that he 
was much pleased with those that brought 
young children to him ; and not a little 
displeased with those (although his own 
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disciples) who would have kept them 
from him : and as the Church receives 
young children into her arms by means 
of the laver of regeneration, admonishing 
parents not to defer this important sacra- 
ment, so in this petition, (supposing 
their admission) she continually cpm- 
mends them to the care and guardianship 
of Jesus Christ. 

But besides their own natural claim of 
necessity, there is the consideration that 
if these children live, they will soon be 
a blessing or a curse, according as this 
prayer is answered or not ; and still fur* 
ther, that if they grow up, they will 
honor or dishonor Christ in a succeeding 
generation, and with his grace may be- 
come angels in goodness, or without it, 
giants in iniquity. — ^We pray 

6. For all prisoners and captives. 
Some by their own crimes have brought 
themselves into a strait, and receive the 
due reward of their deeds ; they misused 
their liberty, and are justly, for a time 
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at least, deprived of it ; many possibly 
with the prospect of forfeiting their lives 
to the violated laws of Grod and man. 

Others, by no fault of theirs, are ex- 
posed to the bitter trial of imprisonment 
in a strange land, or by oppression and 
persecution in their own ; they are shut 
up, and cannot come forth. 

Our petition under the head of prisoners 
and captives comprehends all. Let, then; 
the eye of Christian love penetrate the 
dungeon's gloom, let the prayer of Chris- 
tian faith rise in holy aspirations to him 
whose word proclaims ** the opening of 
the prison to them that are bound/' and 
who himself came to set free those who 
are enslaved by sin, and whose souls are 
set fast in the prison of Satan ; that the 
troubles which sinners have brought upon 
themselves, may win them to a hearty and 
true repentance, and so become instru- 
mental to their conversion and salvation ; 
and that those who suffer involuntarily, 
or for truth and righteousness* sake, the 
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captives J may be sustained like Joseph, 
Jeremiah, or Daniel, by the consolations 
of his presence, that their prisons may 
become as palaces, and their chains as 
bracelets. 

The mournful detail of danger^ we- 
cessity, and tribulation, is closed with 
petitions for 

7. The fatherless children and widows, 
and all that are desolate and oppressed. 
Mutual dependence is a common link of 
union between man and man. No one, 
not even the greatest, can truly say of 
another, although the meanest, '' I have 
no need of thee ; " but of the dependent 
those most so are, children on the 
father, the wife on her husband : and 
although there are divine promises to 
stay and cheer the Christian's heart when 
he takes the long and last farewell of 
the objects of his love ; though God 
soothes his anxiety by saying, ^* Leave 
thy fatherless children, I will preserve 
them alive, and let thy widows trust in 
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me ; " it is nevertheless a frowning pro- 
vidence which appoints '' a man's child- 
ren to be fatherless, and his wife a 
widow/* We know however, that Christ 
is able out of his abundance to supply 
the want of a father, or an husband ; for 
Christ is all ; and that in Christ the 
desolate may trust as their comfort and 
portion, and the oppressed as their refuge 
and deliverer. To him therefore, we 
commit every fatherless child, every af- 
flicted widow, and all that are desolate 
and oppressed, beseeching him to hear 
us, and that it may please him to be a 
father to the fatherless, to defend the 
cause of the widow, and in a word, that 
all that are desolate and oppressed may 
find in him their all. 

In pausing for the present, it is obvious 
to remark 

(1.) How wonderful has been our own 
exemption hitherto from danger, neces- 
sity, and tribulation. We live in the 
midst of a world which abounds with 



THE LITAKY. Ill 

evils ; and we must at the same time 
confess that for our sins we worthily de- 
serve to be punUhed. Let us then humbly 
praise the goodness of him, who has not 
dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded 
us according to our iniquities. 

(2.) How mindful we should be of 
those mercies which temper the severity 
of our sharpest trials. There is mercy in 
our exemption from the greatest evils; 
but how much more in the experience 
of so much grace and goodness. In 
Psalm ciii. we have a form well adapted 
to express the feelings of a thankful heart 
constrained by the sense of mercy to 
'' bless the Lord." 

(3.) How manifest should be our sym- 
pathy with others in their sufferings. 
** Weep," says the apostle, " with them 
that weep." ^ Can we do less than give 
them the assistance and comfort of our 
prayers for them according to this inter- 
cession ? Think how compassionate and 

1 Romans xii. ld> 
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sympathizing an Intercessor is at the 
Father's right hand, and how constant, 
" ever-living," as if this was his delight- 
ful business, ^' to make intercession for 
us." Can we do less than imitate his 
example, bearing on our hearts, as 
Aaron on his breast-plate, the names of 
all the tribes, and especially the names of 
those in danger, necessity, and tribu- 
lation ? 

And when the minister, like Aaron, 
your spokesman, offers these several in- 
tercessory petitions for all in adversity 
and trouble, let the answer be returned, 
as if from one mind and one mouth ; 
We beseech thee to hear us^ good Lord. 
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PSALM CXLV. 8, 9. 

THE LORD IS GRACIOUS AND FULL OF COMPASSION | 
SLOW TO ANGER AND OF GREAT MERCY. 

THE LORD IS GOOD TO ALL ; AND HIS TENDER 
MERCIES ARE OVER ALL HIS WORKS. 

Of the five general heads under which 
the intercession, or third division of the 
Litany, was first arranged, we have 
passed through four, and which com- 
prise petitions 

I. For the whole church of christ. 

II. For the members. of our own 

CHURCH. 

III. For the nations of the world. 

IV. For all xn danger, necessity 

AND TRIBULATION. 

Finally, that no case might be left un- 
provided for, intercession is made 

V. For mankind at large. 
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Collectively, " all men " were inclu- 
ded before in the prayer for all nations : 
here we pray for them, as it were, in 
their individual capacity, and as our 
fellow men, born into the world, sojourn- 
ing awhile here, and then passing into 
the world unseen and eternal. We are 
clearly taught that every one shall give 
account of himself,^ and that according 
to his deeds will it then be rendered 
to every man.^ In the prospect of a 
retribution so certain and so awful, all 
have a common interest ; all have souls 
in the same danger, and redeemed by 
the same blood of Christ ; and a con- 
stant partnership in the like misery, 
and necessity, and sin, unites all man- 
kind in the bond of a common rela- 
tionship. The Christian, however, has 
*^ an anchor of the soul sure and sted- 
fast : " for although he waits with trem- 
bling anticipation for the righteous judg- 
ment, he rejoices in the midst of his 

' Rom. xiv. 12. * Rom. ii. 0. 
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fear; for he knows that he who will 
hereafter fill the throne of judgment, is 
the very Saviour who died for him on the 
cross, whom he has followed, loved, and 
served. Yet, had he walked with God 
like Enoch or Noah; been the friend 
of Grod like Abraham ; righteous like 
Lot ; faithful like Moses ; beloved like 
Daniel ; or a man after God s own heart 
like David ; still, when standing before 
the Judge, he could have nothing to say 
but " enter not into judgment with thy 
servant, O Loird ; '* and nothing to hope 
for but the vfiercy which he here asks 
for all men and for himself. 

Grant, O Lord, that all may find 
mercy in that judgment! Thou who 
earnest once in great humility to teach 
mankind the knowledge of thyself ; thou 
who wouldest not that any should perish ; 
thou who wilt hereafter come again with 
great glory to judge all men: — ^may it 
please thee of thy great mercy to have 
mercy upon all men ! 
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We know that this prayer breathes 
the spirit of him who said, *' Look unto 
me and be ye saved all the ends of the 
earth/' ^ His own necessity urges the 
Christian to pray thus for himself, and 
Christian love requires him to pray thus 
for others. This prayer is an amplifi- 
cation of what St. Paul asked for one 
man, bis friend Onesiphorus : ^ and let 
any one weigh the consequences of find- 
iqg or not finding mercy in '* tkat day ;'* 
let him consider the alternative of eter- 
nal happiness, or everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord ; and 
then let his prayer ascend to heaven 
with an importunity suited to the great- 
ness of his request, when he cries, 
'' that it may please thee to have mercy 
upon all men." 

The scope then of the class of peti- 
tions which closes our intercession, is for 
all men ; we pray that all may have the 

> Isaiah xlv. 22. > 2 Tim. i. 16. 
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benefit of that grace which the gospel 
reveals and proclaims; that all may 
obtain mercy in that day when he shall 
come in the clouds of heaven to judge 
the world. But as in connection with 
the prayer for all nations, so in this 
place, petitions are introduced of a more 
restricted form, and probably intended 
to try the faith, and prove the love of 
those who make the comprehensive in- 
tercession ; those who are the objects 
of mercy should themselves be merciful : 
an unchristian spirit damps the fervor, 
and hinders the success of prayer ; '^ if I 
regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord 
will not bear me."^ It is an act of 
hypocrisy to ask mercy for all men, and 
at the same time to cherish towards any 
one man in the world a bitter and un- 
merciful temper. The unforgiving who 
expect forgiveness for themselves, expect 
what is positively refused in the word 

1 Psalm Ixvi. 18. 
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of God ; '' the merciful shall obtain 
mei€y»** bat to those who shewed no 
mercy, shall be awarded ''judgment 
without mercy." 

Equitable as this decision is, it is 
opposed to every principle of the world : 
there envy, hfttred, and malice abound ; 
and the general rule taken up by the 
world is, " Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour, and hate thine enemy/' But to 
love an enemy and wish him well ; to 
pray for a cruel and despiteful perse- 
cutor ; to use no weapons of defence 
but forbearance, meekness, patience, and 
stedfastness in well doing; all this is 
hard and offensive to nature. It is, 
however, the bounden duty of the Christ- 
ian to measure to others with the same 
measure that is meted to him. The 
gospel found him an enemy, and melted 
down, and subdued his enmity by 
nothing else but its grace and mercy : 
he must follow in the steps of his Divine 
Master whose rule is to persevere in 
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forgiving till seven times, and till seventy 
times seven. A true professor of Christ in 
a world like this will provoke opposition, 
and it is a part of the Christian's lot to 
be exposed to the hatred of some, if not 
of all men. Not all the goodness, all 
the grace, nor all the wisdom of our 
Divine Master himself could shield him 
from persecution, reproach, and slander ; 
and the servant must not calculate upon 
better fare than his master ; for the world 
still loves its own, and not those who 
belong to Christ. He who is true to his 
baptismal engagements ; he who has for 
ever renounced " the vain pomp and 
glory of the world,^' must expect the 
world to renounce him. 

But the question to be considered is, 
not so much how men may be disposed 
and feel towards one another; but rather, 
how am I disposed, how do I feel in 
reference to mankind ; especially in 
reference to those whose feelings towards 
me are unkind and bitter ? The enmity, 
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persecutiim^ and slander of others may 
chiefly injure the Christian as they 
rouse, ruffle, or sour his spirit towards 
them, and so damp the flame of Christian 
love in himself. Our Lord shewed his 
superiority to his enemies, by forgiving 
them; to his persecutors, by praying 
for them; to his slanderers, by his 
silence and patient endurance of evil. 
Even his murderers felt the power of 
his love by his prayers for them ; and 
the fountain which was opened in Judah 
for sin and uncleanness, poured forth its 
healing streams for those whose violent 
hands first caused it to flow. 

All the forms of hatred and ill-will are 
comprised in enmity , which is hatred in 
the heart ; in persecution^ which is hatred 
in the act; and in slander, which is 
hatred in the tongue : the enemy waits 
for his opportunity to injure, the perse^ 
cutor is engaged in the act of injury, the 
slanderer stabs in the dark, and in the 
absence of the person breathes the inju* 
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rious word against his character and 
good name. As a test then of the sin- 
cerity of our Christian love, let each one 
ask himself, Do I from my heart pray 
for the forgiveness and conversion of my 
enemies, persecutors and slanderers ? 
Thijs is a prayer for the best blessings to 
the worst men, and yet not more essen- 
tial to the interest, than conducive to 
the happiness of him who uses it; a 
prayer, the success of which must be 
pleasing to all but the enemies of God 
and man. 

This petition, ^^ that it may please 
God to forgive our enemies, persecutors, 
and slanderers," serves for a test of the 
Christian's love ; the two concluding 
petitions may also serve for a test of his 
faith. 

The first is a petition for that which 
pertains to the life of nature, or a prayer 
for 

The kindly fruits of the earth. Tem- 
poral as well as spiritual supplies we 

G 
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owe to mercy ; nor must man forget his 
dependent state, nor cease to ask for 
those things which through Divine mercy 
alone he receives. 

Those fruits are kindly which nourish 
and support the animal frame; which 
are both pleasant to the taste, and con- 
ducive to the health and vigor of the 
body : to such fruits we owe our subsis- 
tence in the present life, and they are 
given and preserved to our use and for 
our enjoyment by him, whose is the 
earth and its fulness, and all that belongs 
to the fertility of the soil. The husband- 
man's hope, so seldom frustrated, so 
often realized, has its only sure founda- 
tion in the mercy which has changed the 
curse entailed by the sin of man upon 
the earth mto a blessing. How many 
things all beyond his compass or control 
must conspire to make one fruitful sea- 
son ! How many winds must blow, and 
dews descend, and showers fall, and 
suns arise, to give and preserve for the 
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use of man the kindly fruits of one 
season only ! He tills the ground, but 
can he give to the ground its productive- 
ness? He sows the grain, but can he 
give to the grain its increase? The 
petitions direct us to him who crowns 
the year with his goodness, fills the 
clouds with fatness, and froin whom we 
receive in their season the kindly fruits 
of the earth. 

We pray to our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, that it may please him to 
give now and to preserve to our use 
from age to age those kindly fruits ; this 
is the ascending prayer of the Church to 
her glorious Head, from the spring of the 
year to the winter, from the sowing to 
the reaping season, from one end of the 
year to the other ; and how graciously 
from year to year has it been answered ! 

But there is a better life than that of 
nature — there are better fruits than those 
of the earth : the life of grace in the 
soul, and the fruits of godliness in the 

G 2 
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life and conversation ; and to that life 
and those fruits our thoughts are finally 
directed in this intercession. 

The great mercy promised and to be 
looked for is, *' the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ unto eternal life.** * It is 
this which turns the desert into a garden; 
the forest into a fruitful field; which 
causes the barren wilderness to smile, 
and moistens the dry ground with springs 
of water. Faith in Christ, which is es- 
sential to true prayer, is here assumed ; 
to him, and in his Divine nature, [for only 
in his Divine nature is he the object of 
worship] the prayer is offered for the 
manifestation of the genuineness and 
efficacy of our faith in all its blessed 
fruits; in repentance j in the grant of 
forgiveness y and in nevmess of life ; our 
petition is 

1 . For true repentance. Thus we ac- 
knowledge to whom we must be indebt- 
ed for it, even to him *' who is exalted 

1 Jude i. 21. 
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a Prince and a Saviour to give repent- 
ance/^ ^ Thus also they are contradicted 
and refuted who assert, as so many 
do, that repentance is a thing of which 
they are capable themselves, and when 
they please. The only repentance is 
that which stands in connection with 
conversion and salvation; '' repent," says 
St. Peter, '* and be converted, that your 
sins may be blotted out " ; ^ and repent- 
ance unto salvation springs only from 
godly sorrow, which the Spirit of God 
alone can create.^ 

Repentance, in the world's sense, is 
mere vexation for the present trouble into 
which sin may have brought a man ; or 
for the present danger to which it may 
expose him ; it is vexation, not for sin, 
but for the consequences of sin. But true 
repentance grieves for and hates sin on 
its own account. To the true penitent 
sin is hateful, although no eye saw it 
but that of the All-seeing, and his own, 

> Acts V. 21. « Acts iii. 19. * 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
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or even ahfaough the world should see 
it, and instead of ooodenming, either 
tacitly approve of it, or openly applaud 
it. The hard rock is not more unpro* 
ductive of the fruits of the earth than 
the heart of man is of a rep^itance like 
this ; but as the waters flowed from the 
rock in Horeb when struck by Moses, 
so when the heart is smitten by Christ, 
the tears of true repentance will flow. 
Let us then earnestly beseech him to 
smite by the rod of his word the hard 
rock of our hearts, and to give us true 
repentance. We pray 

2. For the grant of a gracious and full 
forgiveness. 

Through the blood of Jesus '' we have 
forgiveness according to the riches of his 
grace." * Without the blessing of re- 
mission of sins, all other blessings 
would be delusions. It is the penitent's 
duty to search out sin, in order that he 
may seek for forgiveness ; but who can 

1 Ephes. i. 7. 
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estimate the gain contemplated by a 
petition for the forgiveness of all our 
sinSy negligences f and ignorances ; all our 
sinSy presumptuously committed against 
light or knowledge; against warnings, 
against the strivings of the Spirit ; against 
counsel, instruction, reproof ; all our sins 
which we have committed with our eyes 
wide open, willingly and wilfully ; all our 
sins; negligently fallen into from care- 
lessness or rashness ; through heedless- 
ness or neglect of proper means to avoid 
them ; among which may be reckoned 
an infinite number of omissions of duty, 
or imperfect performances of duty ; alas ! 
our prayers, our professions, our Sab- 
baths, our religious observances, are 
crowded with negligences ; all our sins 
ignorantly committed ; either those of 
which we are unconscious, or those 
which have escaped our memory; the 
sins of any period of our lives, of all 
the seasons of our lives ; of every relation 
in life in which we stand one towards 
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another; child or parent; husband or 
wife ; master or servant ; neighbour or 
stranger. Their case is pitiable who are 
pressed by the load of conscious guilt ; 
but infinitely more pitiable is the case of 
those who bear about with them, and 
unconsciously, the burden of their ini- 
quity ; for not to be conscious is not to 
be convinced ; not to be convinced is not 
to be converted ; not to be converted is to 
perish : and to whom is the Gospel hid, 
but to them that are lost, in whom the 
God of this world blinds the minds of 
those who believe not ? 

Surely a petition cannot be found 
more exactly to suit the wants and de- 
sires of the true penitent, [and the peti- 
tion follows that for a true repentance] 
than this ; that it may please him who 
had power on earth, and now undoubt^ 
edly has power in heaven to forgive 
sins, to forgive all our sins, all our 
negligences, all our ignorances. And 
how graciously has this prayer been 
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answered to those in former ages who 
haTe sown in tears but reaped in joy ; 
going forth weeping for sin, and return- 
ing with re^noings for the pardon of 
sin* 

We pray once more 

3. For newness of Hfe; our security 
against contracting heavier guilt by 
falsifying our profession of a true repent* 
ance. As with the seed sown, our hope 
of the precious fruit stands upon its 
growth and progress towards maturity ; 
first the blade, then the ear, then the 
full corn in the ear ; so must the grace 
of the gospel increase more and more. 
There is no halting-place on the road 
to heaven ; no point at which we ijiay 
say, " it is enough." Not to grow is to 
decline in grace ; our aim must still be 
to be better than we are, stronger than 
we are, riper than we are, in goodness. 
Tliere is no limit which may confine us^ 
short of Divine perfection ; ** be merciful 
as your Father is merciful *' ; "be perfect 

G 5 
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as he is perfect " ; "be partakers of the 
Divine nature" ; " be filled with all the 
fulness of God." * Amend your life/ is 
the constant call of the church, and obe- 
dience is indispensable as a proof of the 
efficiency of the grace of Christ in you. 
Whatever we have already attained to, we 
cannot yet be perfect ; there is always 
scope for amendment, and the means pro- 
vided are an helping guide and a certain 
rule. That helping guide is the Holy 
Spirit, promised in answer to the prayer 
of faith ; and that certain rule is Christ's 
Holy Word as it is commended to us, 
and illustrated by his own perfect 
example. Hence our closing petition; 
' Lord, let it please thee to endue, invest, 
clothe, cover us with the grace of thy 
Holy Spirit, that we may be disposed 
and strengthened to amend our lives 
according to thy Holy Word ; ' a petition 
which presents to us the Spirit of Christ 
as our helping guide, and the Word of 
Christ as our sure rule, in our daily 
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en<teavour to serve and please him in, 
newness of life. 

Such is the prayer for the life <^ grace, 
and the fruits of holiness ; we may con* 
sider it as a test of our own faiths and of 
our participation in that mercy which we 
first asked for all men. 

In closing the third and largest portion 
of the Litany, the Intercession ; after the 
customary conclusion pronounced by the 
congregation. We beseech thee to hear us, 
good Lord, there follow some brief but 
fervent petitions, as fresh fuel thrown 
upon the altar, to kindle a more vehe- 
ment flame of devotion, for the increase 
of faith, hope, and love. To the Lord 
Jesus, in his divine nature, coming forth 
from the Father into the world, we pray 
jointly, Son of God, we breech thee to 
hear us. 

To the same Lord, and with a special 
reference to the sacrifice of his death 
upon the cross, the minister makes his 
address, O Lamb of God, that takest 
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away the nns of the worlds which is 
answered by the people with. Grant us 
thy peace; and to the tnmistei's repetition 
of the same address, the people answer. 
Have mercy upon us; and to the same 
Lord, as reigning and interceding on 
high, we pray again jointly in the words, 
O Christ f hear us ; at length, in a very 
solemn and touching manner, closing our 
intercessions with what I have before 
said was anciently called the lesser 
Litany, being a fervent petition to each 
person of the Trinity, 

Lordf have mercy upon us ; 

Christy have mercy upon us ; 

Lordy have mercy upon us ; 
thus renewing our first profession of faith, 
our first confession of guilt, and our firet 
plea of misery. 

The fourth and concluding part of the 
Litany still remains for our future con- 
sideration ; what however is peculiar to 
the Litany as a form of intercession, may 
here be said to terminate* 
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May what has been said, draw your 
closer attention to the subject of inter- 
cessory prayer. It is one of our most 
important duties to manifest a Christian 
spirit towards others ; here learn how 
you ought to feel and what you ought to 
pray for the Church of Christ ; for your 
own Church and nation ; for the nations 
of the world ; for these in danger, neces- 
sity, and tribulalation ; and for all man- 
kind. 

And for your direction and encourage- 
ment, let me again commend you to the 
Word of Christ, the only certain rule, and 
to the Spirit of Christ the only certain 
guide. May the former dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom, and the latter help 
your infirmities, and quicken; you in 
every good thought, word, and work. 



LECTURE VII. 



2 CORINTHIANS XIIL 14. 

THB GRACB OP THB UOBD JSSU8 CHHIST, AMD THB 
LOVE OF GOD, AMD THB COXMUXIOM OF THB HOLY 
GHOST, BB WITH TOU ALL. AMEN. 

The fourth, or concluding part of the 
Litany, at which we are now arrived, 
consists of applications, evidently com- 
posed for a state of perplexity and trou- 
ble, and for a season of peril, whe- 
ther from civil discord or foreign in- 
vasion, or both. The forms of expression 
evidently imply persecutions anticipated 
or felt, and the existence of enemies both 
near at hand, and active, and power- 
ful ; in a word, circumstances to call 
for divine interference, and calculated 
to render such interference peculiarly 
seasonable and welcome. Hence the 
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concluding part is supposed to have been 
an addition to the Litany, the work of 
some later period, and that probably of 
more than ordinary difficulty and trial.' 
Although the times in which we live are 
critical, and various circumstances are 
perplexing and threatening as they re- 
spect the peace, security, and prosperity 
of our Church, it is unnecessary to in- 
quire how far either or both may cor- 
respond with those which produced this 
remarkable conclusion to the Litany. 

It may suffice to observe, that so long 
as the world remains what it is, and the 
Church, like Israel in Egypt, has to 
encounter the world's hatred ; while on 
the side of the oppressed there is weak- 
ness, and of the oppressor, power ; so 
long as the Church is as a flock of sheep 
in the midst of wolves ; we have much 

* These supplications were added to the Litany in the 
Western Church, probably about a.d. 600; and may 
serve to shew the danger to which the Church was at 
that time exposed in consequence of the prevalence of 
ignorance and barbarism. 
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more reason to acknowledge the mercy 
of God in its safety, than to be surprised 
at its being involved in troubles. The 
Bible teacbes the Christian, and the 
Bible is truth, — ^that he must, ^' through 
much tribulation, enter the kingdom of 
God," * while the same book lays down 
this law of discipleship; ** all that will 
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution." ^ 

The fortunes of the Church have in all 
ages been such as to render supplications 
both suitable and necessary; the sup* 
plications contained in our Litany, are 
warranted, both by Scripture authority, 
and by the consent of the wise and the 
good of many generations; and it is 
grateful to reflect that some oi these 
prayers which we are now privileged to 
offer, have ascended up for a memorial 
before God through successive genera- 
tions, from a very remote period of time. 

The model after which our Church 

> Acts xiv. 22. « 2 Tim. iii. 12. 
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frames her deYOtion, and which she fiedls 
not to introduce into all her serrices^ is 
'' ibe Lord's prayer ** ; and with this the 
last divi^on of the Litany commences. 

Aj& a supplement to what has gone be- 
fore, the Lord's prayer may be conceived 
to supply those defeats which must inevit- 
ably be found in all human compositions. 

As an introduction to what follows, it 
directs us in filial love and reverence to 
look up to our Father, in heaven, recon- 
ciled to mankind through Jesus Christ. 
As the child, especially when in trouble, 
clings to its father, so this pmyer 
encourages the child of God to cling 
to him ; and here all the children of God 
are emboldened through faith in Christ 
to represent 

1. Their concern for their Fa-^ 
ther's honor. 

2. Their mutual requests for each 
other and themselves. 

They see on all sides, those who 
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dishonor that holy name by which they 
are called, who abuse that gospel which 
they prize above gold. This then adds 
fervor to their petitions, that their Father's 
name may be hallawed, and not profaned ; 
that his gospel may be todcomedj and 
not slighted ; and the commandments of 
God may be performed in earth with the 
same alacrity with which they are per- 
formed in heaven ; in a word, that this 
earth, which in its irreverence, resistance, 
and disobedience too much resembles 
hell, may more and more resemble hea- 
ven ; and that Christ's kingdom may 
rise and Satan's fall, till all kings shall 
bow before Jesus Christ, and all nations 
shall serve him. 

In the concluding part of the Lord's 
prayer, Christians express their mutual 
requests for each other and themselves. 
The natural state of every man is a state 
of dependence f guilty and danger ; to each 
of which circumstances the following 
petitions refer. 
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As dependents, we ask for bread ; as 
guilty, for forgiveness ; as in danger, for 
preservation from the evil of temptation, 
and especially from the evil one, ^e 
tempter, who seeks to destroy the sheep 
of Christ. These are the tempcNral and 
spiritual supplies which all need, and 
which all Christians must ask for them- 
selves and others. Not food is more 
needful for the preservation of the 
natural life than grace for that of the 
spiritual life. Let us never forget, 
(while seeking a supply for the wants 
of *' the life that now is ") to ask for the 
supply which is necessary for ** the life 
that is to come." 

* Father, give us bread ; Father, forgive 
us our sins ; Father, lead us not into 
temptation ; Father, deliver us from 
evil.' In the use of this prayer, all must 
audibly unite with the minister, adding 
to the whole, the seal of their hearty 
Amen^ signifying, ' so may it be, as we 
have prayed ' ; Father, grant for Jesus 
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Christ's sake, these, the true desires of 
our hearts* 

The petition, O Lord, deal not with us 
after our sins, continued and answered 
by Neither reward us after our iniquities, 
is borrowed from Psalm ciii. 10. David 
in that Psalm, employs these words, not 
as a prayer, but as a testimony of the 
iatherly pity exercised by him who 
might with more reason have used a 
judge's severity ; and they are here con- 
verted by the Church into a prayer fm* 
the exchange of that severity for the like 
fatherly pity, in respect of ourselves; 
implying an acknowledgment of the 
helplessness of our condition. Should 
the Lord deal with us after our sins, 
should he reward us after our iniquities, 
we must perish for ever. 

The words Let us pray, in which the 
minister invites the people to join with 
him mentally, in what he is about to 
utter audibly, and so to make his petition 
their own, may be considered as *' a 
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watdi-word," to rouse the drooping at- 
tention of the devout, or as '' a summons," 
to warn the careless, that prayer is the 
business of God's house, and that prayer 
is about to be made ; or as '' an appeal " 
to the congregation in general for in- 
creased fervor and importunity in prayer. 
* Let us all pray, not with the lips only, 
but with the heart/ 

The following prayer for the dispersion 
of those dark clouds that hang over us, 
and for a safe shelter from every storm 
of persecution, is admirably calculated 
to embolden even the timid, by remind- 
ing ^them, first, that he to whom they 
pray, is their merciful Father through 
Jesus; and, secondly, that he despises 
not the sighing of a contrite hearty nor the 
desire of such as be sorrowful; that these 
sighings, and these desires are as e£^- 
tual with him as the most forcible or 
eloquent petitions. ''The sacrifices of 
God are a broken spirit, a broken and a 
contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not 
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despise." ^ O never let the children of 
God distrust their merciful Father, al- 
though pressed by a load of troubles ; 
he knows their cry, their sorrowful sigh- 
ing, the groanings of their spirit, and will 
come and help them, and will assist 
them mercifully in their feeble attempts 
to make known their desires; he will 
hear them, that those evils which the craft 
or subtlety of the devil or man works 
against them shall be brought to nought ; 
shall be dispersed\\}Le the shades of night 
before the beams of the morning sun, by 
the providence or foresight of his goodness ; 
nor shall the persecutions of their ad- 
versaries, so hurt them, as to mar the 
songs of praise and thanksgiving in the 
Church, but the voice of rejoicing and 
salvation shall be heard in their dwell- 
ings, rising with holy aspirations to their 
deliverer for evermore. 

The petitions of this prayer are urged 

' Pjialm li. 17. 
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by the people with two argumeotts de- 
rived from the character of him whom 
they address. 

One is drawn by them immediately 
from the Name of God, and presented in 
the form of humble supplication, O 
Lord arise ^ help uSj and deliver uSy for 
thy Name's sake ; ^ thou art mighty to 
save, and we are called by thy Name ; 
we are thy servants, therefore be pleased 
to help and deliver us/ 

The minister then suggests the second 
argument to the people ; drawn from 
precedents and examples of the stretch- 
ing forth of God's arm and the manifes- 
tation of his power in defence of his suf- 
fering servants. It is taken from Psalm 
xliv. 1, where the Church involved in 
present evils, calls to mind former de- 
liverances, and so derives consolation ; 
O God, we have heard with our ears, and 
our fathers have declared unto us, the 
noble works that thou didst in their days, 
and in the old time before them. 
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Every age, every Church, has its me- 
morials of deliverance out of trouble ; 
and as these are to be recorded, so are 
they to be remembered in trouble as 
ailments for consolation and hope. 

The people being thus reminded of the 
honor of God, present the second argu- 
ment to him in the same form of earnest 
supplication, O Lordt arise, help us, and 
deliver us for thine honor; we remem- 
ber thy might, thy glory, and thy mar- 
vellous acts ; therefore for thine honor's 
sake help us and deliver us. 

In the midst of these supplicatory cries 
and sorrowful sighings of the Church, 
we are met by the doxology ; Glory be 
to the Father, and to the &n, and to the 
Holy Ghost, followed by, As it was in the 
beginning, is nowy and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. It is here inter- 
posed like a gleam of sunshine breaking 
through a cloudy sky, or like a star of 
hope appearing for a moment in a black 
night of storms. 
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Thus faith enables us to give the glory 
to God, even in the midst of heavy afflic- 
tions, and to submit every thing to him ; 
thus our Lord himself, when his soul 
was sore troubled, cried out '* Father, 
glorify thy name."^ Glory be to the 
Father f glory be to the Son, glory be to 
the Holy Ghost, as it was in the begin- 
ningy before all worlds ; as it is now, 
in the course of the present times and 
seasons ; and as it ever shall be, through- 
out the boundless ages of eternity. Amen; 
Be thine the glory, mysterious, ever- 
blessed Trinity, for evermore. 

But although the gleam of brightness 
may enliven a cloudy sky, although the 
star may shed its momentary ray in a 
s«,nny^ht.„evera.elesswhUeourene. 
mies are strong and our afflictions severe, 
and the sorrows of our heart are enlarged 
by the remembrance of past or pre- 
sent sins, our sky darkens and the night 

1 Johnxii.28. 
H 
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becomes stormy agam. We give glory to 
God, for this is always due to him, and 
return to our business of supplication ; 
changing, however, the person of the 
Father, for that of the Son ; not as if 
distrusting the Father, or making any 
difference between the Father and the 
Son ; for we pray to the Scm only as he 
is one with the Father ; yet in our in- 
firmities and our sorrows we look to 
him who took upon him our infirmities, 
and carried our sorrows ; to him who 
is our merciful Redeemer, compassion* 
ating Saviour, and sympathizing High 
Priest. 

In reference to the enemies who con^ 
tend with, and the afflictions which 
oppress us, the minister's prayer, From 
our enemies defend us, O Christ, is re- 
sponded to by the people's. Graciously 
look upon our afflictions ; and in reference 
to our sorrows and the causes of those 
sorrows, our sins, the minister's Pitifutfy 
(behold the sorrows of our hearts, is fol* 
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lowed by the people's. Mercifully forgive 
the sins of thy people; interchanging 
and combining the petitions; bearing 
one another's burdens, and so fulfilling 
the law of Christ. 

The four next petitions may be con* 
sidered as two ; what the minister asks 
is in substance also asked by the people. 
When he says, Favourably with mercy 
hear our prayers, they take up the word 
' mercy,' and say, O, Son of David, have 
mercy upon us ! begging for * mercy * as 
the blind man in the gospel begged for 
' sight/ Again, when the minister says. 
Both now and ever vouchsafe to hear us, 
O Christ ! the people's petition is in sub- 
stance the same — Graciously hear us, 
O Christ I graciously hear us, O Lord 
Christ! as though mutually to animate 
and strengthen one another in their 
supplications. 

The two closing sentences taken from 
Psalm xxxiii. 22, make one supplication, 
the object of which is the same which 

H 2 
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pervades the whole service, O Lord, let 
thy mercy be shewed upon us, As we do 
put our trust in thee. 

In the following prayer, introduced 
like a former one with the same watch- 
word, or summons, or appeal, Let us pray, . 
and by a change of the person, address* 
ed immediately to the Father, is embo- 
died the substance of those pleas and 
supplications which have just been alter- 
nately offered to God, being in fact ' a 
collect' in the original meaning of the 
word, or summary of what has just before 
been supplicated for at large. 

We here beg our Father, 

1. Mercifully to look upon our infir^ 
mities ; the infirmities principally of our 
devotions ; that our very prayers may not 
condemn us. 

2. To turn from us all those evils 
which we most righteously have deserved, 

3. For grace to sanctify the troubles 
under which it is his good pleasure that 
we should still be laid; grant that in 
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all our troubles we may put our whole 
trust and confidence in thy mercy ^ and 
evermore serve thee in holiness and pure- 
ness of living. 

The children of God when they hear 
such things asked of their Father, should 
be ready to add their willing Amen to 
every petition, as a proof of their coope- 
ration with the object. 

The prayer of St. Chrysostom, an 
ancient and eminent Christian Father, 
famous for his eloquence, and probably 
thence called/ * Chrysostom,' or golden- 
tongued, has been in constant use in the 
Church of Christ, above 1200 years; 
and always in a place similar to that 
which it occupies in this Office. And 
the prayer is not less remarkable for 
the indirect testimony it affords of the 
faith of the Church in St. Chrysostom's 
time. That this prayer is addressed 
to Jesus Christ is manifest from the 
direct reference contained in it, to his 
promise to " two or three gathered toge- 
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ther in his name ; " ^ the same may also 
be implied from the absence of the ordi^ 
nary conclusion to those prayers which 
Bxt not addressed personally to Jesus 
Christ. The prayer then being shewn 
by internal evidence to be addressed to 
Jesus Christy we conclude that St. Chry- 
sostom in his day, and the Church in his 
day, and the Church ever since, which 
has used and still uses this prayer, has 
never hesitated to pray to Jesus Christ 
by the name Almighty God. Thia Js no 
stumbling-block to the Churchman, fer it 
is according to his faith; but it is a 
stumbling-block to the Socinian, who 
denies to the Saviour the glory due to 
his name. 

This prayer, having first acknowledged 
the grace of Christ in permitting us to 
meet, and with one accord to make our 
common supplications to him, remindii^ 
him at the same time of his promise to 

> Matthew xviii. 20. 
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gra^H their requests, proceeds to make 
two requests— one conditional, the other 
unconditional. 

1 • A general but qualified request for 
an answer. Fulfil now^ O Lord^ the de- 
sires and petitions of thy servants, as may 
be most expedient for them. Christ's ser- 
vants learn from him, when they desire 
$md seek the . removal of evils, to add, 
*^ not my will, but thine be done." 
Fulfil our desires, so far as the fulfilment 
of them will be expedient for us, but no 
further. 

2. A particular and unconditional re- 
quest for two things ; in this world, 
knotdedge of Christ^ s truth ; and in the 
world to come, life everlasting; and as 
the latter is the great blessing of eter- 
nity, so we may infer, the former is the 
great blessing of time. One is but a 
stepping-stone to the other ; the know- 
ledge of the truth revealed by Jesus 
Christ, is essential to the belief of it, 
and that belief is essential to salvation. 
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'* This is life eternal, to know thee, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
thou hast sent." ^ 

O ye who do know the grace of God 
in truth, and the miserable blindness 
of those who know it not ; who wander 
without hope, in the path that leads to 
destruction : to both the requests in this 
prayer, and especially to the latter, add 
your Amen. 

Our Litany terminates with the Apos- 
tolical and pastoral benediction, like the 
celestial fire, to fall upon and consume 
the spiritual sacrifice ; and comprehen- 
sive of the spiritual blessings of grace, 
love and fellowship combined. The grace 
of our Lord J Jesus Christy and the love of 
God^ and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost j 
be with us all^ evermore. And once more, 
let all the people say, Amen. 

The Litany closes in beautiful con- 
sistency with its commencement ; as it 

^ John xvii. 3. 
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began with invocation of the Trinity, it 
ends with the benediction of the Trinity. 

The aim I proposed to myself was in 
dependence upon the grace of God, to 
furnish you with a guide to the more 
devotional use of this important part of 
our public service; under the same 
grace of Gk)d it will now rest with your- 
selves to shew how far I may have suc- 
ceeded, how far you may have been 
profited. 

As a penitential service the Litany 
commends itself to the contrite and sor- 
rowful, and universally to all that mourn 
for sin and desire the consolation of 
mercy. 

As a social service, teeming as it does 
with Christian sympathy and brotherly 
love, it is admirably engaging and at- 
tractive. 

As a service for the congregation of 
Christ's flocky it may be regarded as a 
compendium of Christian principles. 
Out of this oflBce might be framed a 
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ready and scriptural answer to almost 
any question that could be proposed in 
reference to Christian doctrine. 

The Trinity in unity ; the Godhead 
of the Son ; the personality and God<^ 
head of the Spirit ; the guilt and misery 
of the natural state of all ; the nature, 
the evil, the consequences of sin ; the 
Redeemer, the redemption, and the price 
of it ; the tempter, temptation, and the 
way of escape from it ; the Sanctifier, 
and sanctification, and the fruits of it, in 
repentance, forgiveness, and newness of 
life ; the two natures in Christ, — the Son 
of God in his divine, and the Son of David 
in his human nature ; and in the sacri- 
fice of his death, the Lamb of God ; and 
both natures uniting in him as the Christ 
of God, exalted to the throne of domi- 
nion, and glory, and majesty; and of 
grace, and intercession; the necessity 
of true faith in him as a deliverer ; the 
divine justice in the punishment of sin, 
and the divine mercy in the grant of 



L 
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contiiiual and even the greatest bless* 
ings ; the very trutiis fitted by the wis- 
dom and grace of God to inspire humi- 
lity and confidence, reverence and love, 
hatred of sin, and thirst after holiness ; 
to all these points of inquiry the Litany 
trill furnish a scriptural answer; all 
these doctrines it assumes to be true, 
framing according to them its invocation, 
its deprecation J its intercession, and, lastly, 
its supplication. 

Now I add — ^how indispensable it is 
that in the use of this service we should 
be sound in the faith ; how indispensable 
that the inward desire should correspond 
widi the outward expression. 

To use such an Invocation without 
feith in the Trinity, without a real sense 
of sin, without an earnest desire for 
rm^cy, either means nothing, or some- 
thing quite contrary to what the words 
lexpress. 

' To use such a Deprecation, and urge 
nt by the plea of all that Christ has done 
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and suffered, and not to be conscious 
of our own need of deliverance, again 
either means nothing, or is the effect of 
a grievous delusion. 

To use such an Intercession^ (extending 
over the whole habitable world, but rest- 
ing on the Church of God in the world, 
ranging over the whole field of human 
want, and running through the vast detail 
of human woe,) with hearts contracted 
within the narrow bounds of self, argues 
that they who so use it neither under- 
stand what they ask, nor ask in the 
confidence of faith. 

To use the concluding Supplications ^ 
expressive as they are of fervid devotion, 
with a cold and heartless indifference, 
is to touch fire and feel ho heat. 

Finally, considering how much of the 
service of the Litany falls to the share of 
the congregation ; let all consider that as 
the privilege is great of being invited to 
take so large a part in the public service 
of the Church, so also is the obligation 
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great to concur in the design of the 
Church, and bear that part in a con- 
scientious, devout, and edifying manner, 
that the responses be made (as they were 
intended to be made,) audibly^ and yet 
with humility and reverence, suited to 
the holy duties in which they are en- 
gaged, and the holy place in which they 
are assembled. 

Convinced as I am that this will be 
more and more the case, in proportion as 
we are more and more under the influ- 
ence, and guidance, and direction of the 
grace, the love, and the fellowship of the 
Godhead, in again repeating — * May the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Ghost be with us all evermore,' I 
repeat what is indeed my heart's desire 
and prayer for you and for myself. I 
add no more. 

THE END. 
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